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| turely believed amongſt us as a Mp | 


INTRODUCTION, 


HAT the Reader may form an Idea 
of the preſent Conteſt, I think it ex- 

ient to inſert a furmary Account 
of its Riſe and Progreſs, 13-393 


M. Pilkington, Prebendary of Li bf, 8s 
Time ago publiſhed a Sermon on the Nature 


and Neceſſity of Water - baptiſm, as an indiſ-. 


penſable Token of the Chriſtian Covenant, Kc. 
This he prefaced with an Addreſs to the'Peopht 


called Quakers ; in which he called upon them 
to declare their Sentiments, and pointed them 
out as in a State of Excluſion front the 9 - 
nant in Jeſus Chriſt. 2061244 JA G8 


* 


This ioduced me to Ane togetliet Fs 


Reaſons for our Diſſent: Though I enter into 


Controverſy with Reluctance, I would not de- 
cline a ſober Diſcuſſion of thoſe Things moſt 


. 17 


This T hope will be a cafficient Excuſe for my 
Remarks on the Prebendary's Arguments: 1 


did not begin the Diſpute, bat. attempted to 
1 our Sentiments in our own. Language, 
A 75 and 


, 
1 


1-3 0-3 


and remove the Cenſures he had paſſed upon 
us, as it ſeemed conſiſtent with the Apoſtle's 
Advice, 1 Pet. iii. 15, 16. Be ready always to 
give an Anſwer to every Man that afeeth you a 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in you, with Meehneſs 
and Fear, having a good Conſcience ; that whereas + 
they ſpeak evil of you, as of Evil doers, they may 
be aſhamed that falſi 0 accuſe your goud 9 
tion in Chriſt, q 


Reſpecting the Temper i in which I wrote, I 
have this Evidence in my own Mind, that 1 
felt no Senſation inconſiſtent with the angelic 
Song, Glory to God in the higheſt,” and on mins 
Peace, good Will towards Men. 


MH 


An anonymous Auxiliary to M. p. anticipates 
the Prebendary's Reply, with what he ſtiles, 


A temporary local Antidote againſt the Errors in 


my Pampblet, but ſeemed diffident of the Merit 
of his Work. Some Time after the Publication 
of this anonymous Pamphlet, a ſecond Part was 
advertiſed to be ſpeedily publiſhed, and given 
gratis to the Purchaſers of the firſt. The 
Author having ſurmounted his Diffidence of 
the firſt Performance, no longer conceals his 


Name, but ſubſcribes E. Owen. 7 I" 


This Pamphlet i Ga" my preſent Atten- 
tion, as he calls upon me, pag. 6, in the firſt 
Part, to a Review of the Subject, „with this 
Remark ; * An honeſt Man owes ſo; much to 
bi Creator, the World, and his own Con- 
| f he 1 WY « ſcience, | 


* f 11 e * 5 ; , 5 7 * | 8 
8 1 

« ſcience, that he ought either to juſtify or 

retract his Opinions,” "7-0 Ln 


$5 
* 


As my Opinions are not taken upon Truſt, 
nor meerly the Reſult of Education, but ariſe 
from the Evidence of what appears to me to be 
Truth, I cannot recede from them without 

Violence to my Underſtanding and Conſcience 3 
I ſtand open to Conviction, - and follow Truth 
with ſuitable Diſpoſitions; in this Purſuit, I 

| humbly confide in-Succeſs.and Acceptance with 
an omniſcient gracious Judge. I muſt therefore 
either be ſilent, or give a Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in me; the former ſeems a Suppreſſion 
of Truth, the laſt I hope to perform with 
Decency and Candour, it being my principal 
Deſign to vindicate the ſpiritual Religion of 
the holy Jeſus, and a People who embrace it, 
though under the Diſcouragement of popular 
Prejudice. . 
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E. O. acknowledgeth, pag. 5, my Anſwer 
to M. P. was wrote with Decency and good 
Temper. Vet in ſeveral Parts of his Pamphlet, 
particularly in Part the Second, pag. 2, he re- 
preſents me as one whom Candour cannot melt 
into good Manners ; that I have diſcovered mm 
Paſſion than what ſeems conſiſtent with a Spirit 
of fair Enquiry, Page 12, I am accuſed! of 
want of Temper, Paſſion and intemperate Hear, 
and that Indications of ſuch Condut# muſt, upon 
ſeveral Occaſions, neceſſarily occur ta attentive 4 


Readers of my Pampblet. i 


aſſured this was a Miſtake, I inſerted in the 


Book was clearly and ſuccinctly anſwered 


1 
I will endeavour to give the Reader all the 


Light I can into the Ground of theſe Re- 


flections. 


E. O. in a Note, pag. 45, hath theſe Ex- 
preſſions; As a cheap and common Book, I 
tt ſeriouſly recommend Bennett's Confutation 
« of Quakeriſm ; it is clear and ſuccinct, and 
* hath never yet been anſwered,” Being well 


publick Paper, wherein his Pamphlet was ad- 
vertiled, the following Remark ; 


1 ſhould not at this Time have taken this 
Notice of the nameleſs Author of a Pamphlet 
« advertiſed laſt Week, had it not been neceſ- 
* ſary to obſerve to him and the Publick, that 
* notwithſtanding his ſerious Recommendation 
«* of Bennett's Confutation. of Qyakeriſm as 
te clear and ſuccin&t ; and his Aſſertion, that 
* jt hath never yet been anſwered, The ſaid 


„ many Years ago by Benjamim Lindley, one 
of the People called Quakers, to which 
% Anſwer no Reply hath been made or at- 
*« tempted, as far as my Enquiry hath reached: 
* This is one, amongſt divers other Miſtakes, 
* the Author of the Pamphlet hath fallen into; 
« perhaps, conſcious of them, he is induced 70 
* {culk in Darkneſs, involve himſelf in Chicane, 
e and defend himſelf by Cavil, for Truth never 


e dreads a fair Inſpection,” N 
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Theſe laſt were his awn Expreſſions, Pag- 4 2 


and for which, by his Repetition of them; he 
ſeems to have a peculiar Fondneſs, | bp 


This true and neceſſary Advertiſement, he 
calls © Conſtruing Candour into Timidity, and 
« Modeſty into Malice; denouncing open War 
* againſt him in a common News- paper, 
« and mixing a ſacred Diſpute with the com- 
« mon Articles of vulgar Intelligence,” ſays, 
that I am “ fluſhed with the Inſolence of 
« Victory, inſult over him, and that my Ad- 
« yertiſement breaths an hoſtile Intention,” 


Jam not the Aggreſſor in this Diſpute ; 1 
denounced no War againſt him, I diſpute 
nothing with him in the publick News-paper, 
I have no hoſtile Intention againſt any Ferſon 
living, and for E. Owen I have a une 
Eſteem; but aſſert an obvious and indiſputable 
Truth, iu Oppoſition to a Miſtake he bad 


boldly publiſhed, e a 4 f Fa "1 3 | 


His Remark is very true, that fince the Pub- 
lication of his Pampblet, I have propagated mine; 
this I did by ſending ſome to each Shop in the 
Country where his were advertiſed for Sale ; 
This Meaſure was not an Indication of a Defire 
to ſeulk in Darkneſs, &c. I hope there is no» 
thing culpable in an Endeavour to aſſiſt ſuch, 
as inclined to read and conſider the Allegations. 


of each, with a proper Opportunity, Which is 


the Means to form a right Judgment. He ſays 
a] „ 
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in his Poſtſcript, his was drawn up as a local 
temporary Antidote againſt my Errors; now he 
ſays, mine was propagated as an Antidote againſt 


the Errors of his. 
ſiſtent and intelligible, 


] wiſh him more con- 


Whatever E. O. or I may perſwade ourſelves 
of the Worth of our Performances, and m 
think we ſhew great Things to the World, it is 
not for us to decide, others will judge of the 


 Cloſeneſs and Pertinency of our Reaſoning. 


I preſume to adviſe him cordially, not to 
publiſh any Thing for the fature, drawn up in 
the Hurry of various Engagements, or baſtily 
amidſi the Diſtractions of Buſineſs. For if a 
Writer claims the publick Attention, he ought 
to conſider, the Time and Money of his 
Readers is of ſome Value. 5 


I hope E. Owen will not be offended at my 
referring to the ſimple Initials of his Name, 
without the Addition of Mr. or Reverend Mr. 


It is to me a Point of Conſcience to decline | 


ſuch Appellations. 


My Diſſent is conſiſtent with our bleſſed 
Lord's expreſs Prohibition to his Diſciples, 
Math. xxiii. N 


When having marked, in ſtrong Characters, 
the depraved Conduct of the Scribes and Phari- 
Oo | 5 ſees, 


| ( ix ] 
} | ſees, who then fat in Moſes's Seat, and were the 


e Preachers of the Law ; and particularly men- 
2 tion'd their Love of Greetings in the Markets, 
and to be called of Men, Rabbi, Rabbi: 7 


| He proceeds to give Direction to his Diſci- 
. ples, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, on this wiſe : 
Verſ. 8, But be not ye called Rabbi; for one is 
your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are Bre- 
thren. Verſ. 9, And call no Man your Father 
upon the Earth ; for one it your Father which 
is in Heaven. Verl. 10, Neitber be ye called 
Malers; for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt. 
Verſ. 11, But be that is an among you, 
ſhall be your Servant, &c. 


Ia the Cloſe of his Poſtſcript, he endeavours 
to intimidate his Readers from cenſuring his 
Performance, in a Quotation of a Latin Verſe. 
For my part I write to be read and underſtood, 
and be the Reader judge if he is candid or 
otherwiſe, whether he furniſhes me with an 
Opportunity to retaliate or no; it would be 
Folly in me to beſpeak his Approbation, he 
hath as much Right to his own 1 as I 
have to mine, | 


8. F. 


m_ 
f 
A REPLY 


To E. Ownrn's 


Neceſſity of WATER-BAPTISM, 


| HAVE uently obſerved in VEST) 
8 the Parties engaged on each 
Ade, r ran, retort, againſt each other the 
-harge of Prejudice. 
As it is ſo common an Accuſation, it would induce 
| *. to believe, Prejudice to be a vague bag reci- 
procally caſt by Diſputants one at 4 — 
an Objection, or evade the Force of ah opp 
ment : But thgre certainly is a culpa 
ion of Mind, often the Effect of 924 
determines the Judgment in Favour of 
which have been adopted, either without 
incompetent Evidence. 


Fion, or u G4 © 8 
| Though it profeſſedly appeals to the Joe « "x 


ontroverſy, yet it creates or annihilates, aſſen > 

1nents, 

1ples, not are intr * true, 

. _ be. 
Faſhion, Cuſtom, Inter, Pageantry, and legal, 3 

<ſtabliſhments, have frequently produced in the hu: 


allowed to be a Force 
gerous Blas. 1 ET 


\ 
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But amongſt a People void of theſe Allurements, 
and againſt whom they all combine, there is leſs 
Reaſon to apprehend the Influence of Prejudice; it 
rarely operates to chuſe Contempt, and undergo Re- 
proach. I have ſeen Inſtances of loud Complaint 
againſt Prejudice, where the Mind of the Com, 
plainant hath been evidently under its Deception, 
and the Opportunity of Inſtruction and Information 
thereby prevented. VVV 
In order to ſhorten Controverſy, and diſcover 
Truth, it is neceſſary ſome Criterion ſhould be fixed, 
in whoſe Deciſion the Diſputants agree to acquieſe. 

My Friend E. O. hath fixed upon one, pag. 4, that 
« Points of a revealed Nature, are to be diſcovered by 
* an honeſt Study of the Records of Revelation : ** By 
which he doubtleſs means the holy Scriptures 3 with 
the clear Determination whereof, we have always 
been ready to concur, as we have long declared t6 th 
World, in R. Barclay's Apology, Prop. 3. pag. 867 
vixz. Moreover, becauſe. they (abe Scriptures) ar 
* commonly acknowledged by all, to have beety , 
„ written by the Dictates of the holy Spirit, and tha 
e the Errors, which may be ſuppoſed by the Injury 
* of Times to have flipt in, are not ſuch, but 
« tffit there is a ſufficient clear Teſtimony left tc 
te all the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Faith ; we do 
« Jook upon then, as the only fit outward Judge of} 
“ Controverſies among Chrifians and that what 
« ſoever Doctrine is contrary unto their Teſtimony, 
« may therefore juſtly be rejected as falſe. And 
« for our parts, we ate very willing, that all our 
* Doctrines and Practices be tried by them; which 
© 66 e never refuſed, nor ever ſhall, in all Contro- 
ee verſies with our Adverſaries, as the Judge and 
« Teſt. We ſhall alſo be very willing to admit it, as 
. « a poſitive certain Maxim, That whatforver any d 
e pretending to the Spirit, which is contrary to thi. 
« Srriptures, be accounted and reckoned a Deluſion it; 

| | TS)” 
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& the Devil, For as we never lay claim to the Spirit's | 


« Leadings, that we may cover ourſelves, in an 
e thing that is evil ; ſo we know, that as every Evil 
“ contradicts the Scriptures, ſo it doth alſo the Spirit 
« in the firſt Place, from which the Scriptures came, 
« and whoſe Motions can never contradict one ano- 
ther, though they may appear ſometimes to be 
« contradictory, (co the blind Eye of the natural 
«« Man, as Paul and James ſeem to contradict one 
$6 another.” "i * & ITY 
What greater Proofs of the Power of Prejudice 


need there be, than the Practice of ſprinkling Infants, 


as a Token of the Chriſtian Covenant, eſſential to 
Chriſtianity and Salvation; and at the ſame Time 


appealing to the ſacred Records for Inſtitution and | 


Authority, by thoſe who profeſs theſe. Records to 
be the Rule of Faith and Practice, which furniſh 
neither Example nor Precept for ſuch a Cuſtom,. 

May I not therefore. with greater Propriety return 


upon him his Remark, pag. 4, Where Men, under 


all the neceſſary Means of. Self-informatign,” either 
will not or cannot ſee the Truth, through Inatten- 


«« tion or wilful Blindneſs, they are without | Excuſe 
“in the Sight of God. The Connections ofivil 


„Lite, the Engagements of ſocial Commetce, the 
« Ties of Intereſt, and even the Prejudice of Exlu- 


« cation, cannot juſtify Ignorance in ſuch a Sity- 


& ation.” 


E. O. pag. 5, thus expreſſeth' himſelf : « As a 
« Friend en 


to candid Enquiry, I am pleas d 


<« I.own in ſeeing the Quakers begin now to 'deſgend, 


« if I may fo ſpeak, to the common Level of Hu- 
„ manity ; quit their Pretenſions to * by 


6 their. inward. Light, and ſubmit their T 
„the Teſt of Scripture.” q 


The 2uzkers never -preten to appropiia riate the 
infallible Light of Chriſt, as e to themſel 


5 a vi 
1 2 


8 


ves, 


H 


f . 
8 
* 
= 
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bot always held it to be the Gift of God to all 

Mankind; it cannot therefore be properly ſaid, they 
| in to deſcend to the common Level, who never 

pretended to be above it. The Light, profeſſed 

125 the Quakers, is that mention'd i in Jobn i. 9. and 
2 Cor. iv. 6. 

The Church of England hath, ever ſince its con 

ſtitution, made the ſame Claim as the Duakers, to an 

inward Light, as by ſeveral of its Prayers may very 
evidently appear. 

Particularly the Colle for that called the filth 
Sunday after Eaſter, a. Prayer is put up to the 
Almighty in theſe Words: Grant to us thy humble 
0 n chat by thy holy Inſpiration we may 
e think thoſe Things that be good, and by thy 

ſame, S. 


© © merciful Guiding may perform the 


* Alb the Collect f for that. called Whitſunday, and the 
two ſucceeding Days: God, who as at this Time 


«« didſt teach the Hearts of thy faithful People, by 
«the ſending to them the Light of thy holy Spirit 3 


* grant us by the {ame Spirit to have a right J * 
«6 ment in all Things.“ 
lere is the Subſtance of the Quakers Princi; 


 - Wherein we concur with the . uch, of Eng 
norwithſtanding the approbrious light in "which. E. 0. 


pleaſed to exhibit us. 


That the holy Inſpiration of the Hvine Spirit c can 


alone enable us to think the Things that are good, 
and that he who inſpires #99) Thoughts, is alone 
able to ſtrengthen and gui e Us, to the Peafornants 
of Actions correſpondent. 

1 there is à Light hich her into Darkndls 


155 de * ta the primitive Believers in 
1 0 memorable e in * Ps of ms. 
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Friend to candid Enquiry. | 


* FR 


and is the continued Privilege the Fail, 
throughout all Ages of the — Church. 
That this Spirit is infallible; for nothing which 1 is 


fallible in itſelf, can P give a right Judgment * in 
all Things. 
From hence ariſeth this true Poſition; That divine 


Inſpiration to think, and divine Power to act, what 


is good; alſo a right Judgment in all Things, thro? 
the ſame Spirit which baptized the primitive Believers 
in the. Days of Pentecoft (as mentioned As ii.) are 
now attainable 5 or elſe theſe Prayers, with ſeveral 
other of like Nature uſed by the Church of England, 
are a vain Oblation : Nay worſe ; for if we — 
the Almighty Lord, who hath made Faith eſſential 
to Prayer, Vith Petitions for ſuch Thin 
at the lame Time don t believe attain it is meer 
Mockery 

| We n. geyer declined the Authority! of the holy 
Scriptures, as the Teſt of our Principles, We arg 


very willing ovr Doctrines and Practices, 1 4 


therefrom, be tried and decided thereby; and that 
more than any Advocate for ſprinkling 


the Baptiſm and Inftitution of Jefus Chriſt, | dare 


publickly aſſert and. abide b 
may declaim againſt Prejudice, ad 


an invididus 


He charges me with pointing 


ro 


gr] 


ut xXxi. 31, Sc. ſeemed to me injurious 
ign of the Covenant to which it bore Teſti 


. gently reminded him of the Omiſſion, and f 
uery, What could be bis Deſign in it ? 
E - juſtifies the Omiſſion, I ſhall refer to a Proper 
Time my Reply. I. think his Reflection on 
Clergy more ſevere” than mine, where he endo 
Ignorance and Vice the Support of the Craft, as. hg 


5 and PI 


ſays ſome think it, and to uae aſcribes | 2 . 


"A ® 
y - 
- wh # % 
- WS 1 
. = * 


Wb we 


Infants, a8 , 5 


"1 


z.h 7 * 
call nde | 
at the Clergy. M. P.'s Mutilation of the = 0 
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If this be the Caſe, it requires great Sincerity and 
Diſintereſtedneſs, to labour to ſubvert the acknow- 

ledged Cauſes of their own Exiſtence. _ " 

Not only neceſſary and uſeful, but the maſt ſo of 
any Order in Society, E. O. repreſents the Clergy ; 
but in his concluding Paragraph, Part the ſecond, he 
calls the Character he ſuſtains in Life . unimportant, 


though one of the Order moſt N N and uſeful to 


Society, and having the Addition of a moſt import- 


ant Truſt, even to contribute, by the Inſtruction of 


the Youth, to render the next Generation wiſe and 
good. . 

. Whether this Incoherence is owing to Inadvertence 
or E. O.'s Humility, I ſhall not take upon me to 
determine. I have no Deſire to reflect upon the 
Clergy, they ſtand in an eminent Point of View; 
their Virtues or Imperfections are obvious: I know 
ſome of them are Men of amiable Characters. I have 
no Inclination to irritate ; there is no Argument in 


ſarcaſtic Reflections; and the truly Worthy have 


an higher Reward than human Approbation; and if 


there be any Worthleſs, they will ſcarcely be reform- 


ed by being expoſed. 


This ſeems not an improper Place to remark a a 


Paſſage in E. O.'s Pamphlet, pag. 44, which con- 


tains ſevere Reflections upon the Proteſtant World, 


in which the Church of England hath ſo conſpicuous 
a Part. In order to do him Juſtice, I here tranſcribe 
the Paſſage. 4. 

& For a long Time after the Reformation, great 
„ Allowances may be made for the wide Wander- 
« ings of the Proteſtant World, actuated as they 
« were by a Zeal inflamed perhaps into Enthuſiaſm ; 
it is no wonder they fell into Extravagances. The 
&« Effect was natural; it is no wonder, that in the. 


"ly Tranſport of Delivery, and the Horror of their 
A late felt ſpiritual Bondage, they fell into the wildeſt} | 
RI 122 | Wt Wok. Tranſportsg. 
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« Tranſports, and dreaded Popery in every Shadow. 
© We can excuſe poor Jack and all his Children? 
« running mad, when we reflect upon his Brother 
« Peter's tyrannical Treatment; the Tranſition from 
* one Extream to another, Heaven knows, is too 
<« natural in Caſes where the Paſſions are not fo, 
* ſtrongly intereſted and agitated as in Religion; 
. ** but ſince theſe Days of Madneſs are over, Sc.“ 
I freely own, I felt no little Concern to ſee ſuch 
5 Contempt poured on the eminent Inſtruments in che 
Reformation, His Words include a Condemnation 
of thoſe illuſtrious Martyrs, who ſeaPd their Teſti- 
mony with their Blood; they are repreſented as in 
the Trayſport of Delivery from their /ate felt ſpiritual 
Bondage, falling into the wildeſt Tranſports, _ 
Men whoſe Names will be a ſweet Memorial to the 
Wiſe and Worthy, and had in everlaſting Remem- 
brance, who endured a Fight. of Afictions, and 
according to the Degree of Light and Underſtanding 
received, nobly aſſerted the Cauſe of Truth; 3 
with a truly Chriſtian Fortitude, joyfully ſubmitted 
to excruciating, Sufferings, and ignominious Death, 
for their Teſtimony. » e 
Shall their Aſhes be inſulted, and their Memory 
14e n belle N 1 by f 105 
iaſm into Extravagances, their Ss, Days o 
Madneſs ? ele 1 a | 
I forbear to enumerate their Names, who being 
dead yet ſpeak, and will ſpeak, when Folly and Scur- 
rility will terminate in Contempt and Confuſion. 
| Leſt any Doubt ſhould remain, who are meant by 
this ſevere Charge, E. O. puts it out of queſtion, by - 
telling us it was the PRoTEsTanT WoRLD, * 
ſuch as: had lately felt a ſpiritual Bondage to Popery. 
The Fabric of the Church of England was erected, 
her thirty-nine Articles, Liturgy, Collects, Prayers 
and Rites, - py to E. Q.'s Aſſertion, were 
CC 
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' firmed and eſtabliſhed by extravagant Enthuſiaſts 
and wide Wanderers, in the Days of M of Kladden. 

'The moſt virulent Enemy of the Church of Eng- | 
nd could ſcarcely write a keener Sarcaſm, nor treat 
ber with greater Inſult and Aſperity. | 

Some Individuals, in the Dawn bf every Refo orma- | 
tion, may have permitted their Zeal to out-run their 
Knowledge ; but this is a general Charge againſt the 


Proteftant World. 
I hope E. O. in his next Performance, will aath 


the Era of the Church of England's Return from the 
Days of Madneſs, that the World may know whether 
Thr, Beveridge, Tillotſon, and many other valuable 
en, were amongſt. the wide wandering enthu llaftic | 
Madmen. 

I conclude this Subject with a Quoration from the 
Wiſdom of Solomon, which, tho” deemed Apocry- 
Rz is more pertinent to the Matter than his from | 

udibras, or the Tale of a Tub. 

Wiſdom, on v. Ver. 1 to g. Then-ſhall the Righ- 
teous Man ſtand in great Boldneſs, before the Face of 
fuch as have aſficte him, and made no Account of his 
Labours.. When. they fee it, they. ſhall be troubled net 

terrible Fear, and ſhall be amazed at the Stran 
F bis Salvation, fo far beyond all that they par, . 
And they repenting, .and * for 40 555 of 5 | 
Il jay within themſelves, This was be whom we ha had 
times in Deriſion, and a Proverb of Reproach. We 
Feel counted his Life Madneſs, and his End 10 he 
without Honour. How is he numbered amo the 
Children of oy 2 bis Lot js among the Saints ? 

Page 6, he ſays * I have appealed to the common. 
6 g Jures as e Teſt of en Opinions.“ 
We have been frequently an gi ly Epen 
with undervaluin i holy Scriptures. Had =] 
our Society ſtiled them — pee I hook 
have thought it an Epithet very derogatory to their” 


Digni | 
e 


« - 


e 


det Eros e 
tiivial Writings, E. O. in ſo Kar max 
perhaps explain the Dita. N 

He 1 « Here we are agreed,” If he means by 
dis, to ſubmit the ſubject Matter of my Concroverly 
with M. P. to their Deciſion, I freely join Iſſue 
with him; and appeal to their Authority, 90% to 


the Prejudice of any Party. 
Here allow me to obſerve the Situation I am 


laced in. If I adyance an Argument againſt ſprink- 
|: ing of Infants, or adult Perſons, which is the 1 4 
of M. P. and E. O. I am told for a convincin 
Anſwer, Part the firſt, pag. 8, That an Auabapti 
*s might have ſaid it with Propriety ; but it hath no 
be — in my Mouth,” If I urge the want of 
explicit Direction and clear Obligation of Duty: 4 
this is ſaid . To be excluded bythe Lays 96 Jn 
* verſy,” Part the ſecond, pag. 2. It i is very evi- 
dent the Weight of the 2 in his Opinion, 

conſiſts much more in 
Objector, ring this ok Plea. 
am as willing to prevent the weer Sent of, 


Words as E. O. nd therefore ſhall premiſe, 
1ſt, -If we are required to give an 2 to e roy 


Man ther Hh us a * of the H * 
us, with neſs and Fear: Tie 
Queriſt's general Sentiments, yeſpecting oui Bel 


and Practice; is immaterial to us W 
ol his" e the Force, of- his | 


the Proprie 

Objections z* included in that every Man whp . 
hath a Right to 6 ade ought to give a Rees 
of our Hope. 


- 24, The dleſſad Founder of the Chriſtian Religion, | 


was veſted with the ſole Power of Legiſlation therty | 
in; neither Tradition nor Cuſtom can give a jog 
to any Ceremony, if or TY . nn 
it as _ Inſtitution. 5 
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- 4d. Chriſtians are the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
his Doctrine, the Rule of their Faith and Practice. 
No Man or Set of Men, however characterized; 

| have Authority to add to the Inſtitutions of this 
Legiſlator in his own Kingdom, nor upon any Pre- 
tence to enjoin, what he hath no where commanded. 

Ath. With Regard to the Eſſentials of Salvation, 
there is no ſafe Medium to be fixed, as a Foundation 
to build upon, but divine In junctions clearly exhi- 
bited; human Inventions and Conceptions have be 
Share in the Structure and e of that ſpiritua 
Houſe, which was not built, nor can be Jopponed; 
by human Wiſdom and Contrivance. Fof E. O. well 
obſerves, pag. 7, The Propriety of any divine 
« Inſtitution or Precept, ſtands independent of the 
« « dom.” colouring of the Words of Man' s Wil⸗ 
cc om 99 1 

E. O. premiſes, . That the Poinei is not, whethet 
8 « Infants or Adults be the proper Subjects of Bap- 

* tiſm; or whether the proper Method be by 
„ Sprinkling or Ammerſion; nothing can be more 
tc foreign to the Preſent Debate. That I frequently 
*< argue, and object, either as an ae. N 
« of Immerſion.“ 

MM. Pilkington, on Occiifion of his ſprinkling one 
of adult 2 addreſſes the Quaters to be Partakers 
of that Ceremony, which he calls an Inſtitution 'of _ 
Chriſt, and the Token of the Chriſtian Covenant. His 
Practice preſcribes the Method; I objected to the 

— 2 of Water-baptiſm in general, and parti! 

cularly to his Method, as deſtitute of en 

— in the holy Scriptures. 9 

E. O. enters into the Controverſy, endeavouts 5 

defend the Practice of Wareg-baptiſin, which a Baptiſt 
migt ht have done with Propristy. But, with Ref) * 

is Practice, is ſilent upon it; and by a low” 
| 2 declamat Periods, endeavours to divert the | 
Reader from, "Peet in 5 h — 


. S310 1.4 N 
| ; "> 
{ . 
N | 2 
% >, 
1 


1 „ 2. 
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For it he could ſucceed in his ts, to prove 
Water - baptiſm an Inſtitution of Chriſt, which he 
utterly fails in; he hath ſtill to prove (Chat is im- 
polls to be done) that he is in the Practice of what 

vites others to comply with; and that ſprinkling 

Infants is a fundamental Inſtitution of the Cbriſtian 
Religion; and it lies upon him to warrant it from 
divine Authority. Nay, ſo inattentive is he co his 
own Cauſe, as to produce a Confutation of it in the 

very Words of Biſhop Burnett, Part the firſt, pag. 
28, and 29, which thewe ſpringling Infants: was not 
the Practice of the primitive Churches. In ſhort, 
almoſt every Argument he produceth militates 
againſt his own Principles and Practice. 

We read, Eph. iv. 5+ enen one fu, „ 
one Baptiſn. , rei . 

E. O. makes three Baptiſms 3. 0 80 X & Sy: 
Miniſter of the Church of England, . he aſſures the 
Sponſors for the Child, after he has yy. for. ts 
Baptiſm of the: holy Ghoſt to. be gran 0 Tong ro 
Child, That Gbit hath promiſed. all A choſe dey 


ſept for, wich, for his par part, ee 


rform. 


be the Baptiſm of the holy/Gh 
as —4 Bapriſſa. ; 


His Nair of ſprinkling Intants dived to another | 
| Baptiſm as he terms mr n 
« Y The whote Tera of hy Pamphle, 6 to fi 
remony as 4 Baptiſm, wich is 
pon us another, U ten + Proofs A . 

ſupport this Cuſtom, for ſprinkling 1 oy go not 
mention'd in all the apoſtolick. Wricings ; Nor doch- 

he produce any, Proofy, of its = cM. 


to prove the Ob ztion of any Bapulm, but 
4 x 7 he EY Ss ang 


Pag. 8. "he.quotes me Gg That. Meet leg s 
CT os Twas Aill remains "a 2 
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- Controverſy, That the Proof lays upon the Afirmant. 


1 W 


$2 proved, Then queries, « Would 2 not expect 
a full Diſcharge of Arguments agat Wackr-bup. 
«<< tiſm, after this Prelude; K 
I anfever, The Diſcharge of Argamente ought to 
come from thoſe who affirm it to be a Token of the 
Chriſtian Covenant, agreeable to the well known Rule 


He proceeds to give a mutilated and falſe Quota- 


tion from my Remarks; and hen he hath cited 


what and how he pleaſes, ſculks iu the 2 
à Latin Phraſe, which is very expreſſwe of hive 
Performance : That” be — begun 10 
large Veſſel, but alas! in the Whirl of — » 
Gf his Tabęur, and ont comes a diminuſroe Pitcher. 

He ſiys, „ The Author ofsthe Sermon had raiſed 
| 6 a ſtrong Argument for the Baptiſm appointed hag 
t Chriſt,” 1 think Z. O. had much ne fin 
faid a ſtrong, preſumptuous, ill grounded Aﬀertion 
Ne of Argument: For Fol is no 2 in 
it. He gives a Scrap of m) Reply to this Aſſertion, 
15 then ſums up che Matter, without any Attempt 
to confute me, in theſt favourite Expreſſions of his 3 
4 What is this but Error ? which loves to ſeulk 

«© PDarknefs, involve itſelf in ©hicane, and defend 
« itſelf by Cavil.”, N go 

© Page 32, He eine xp hath ay 
In this I. concur more freely than with his followin 
Aſſertion, e That material Water it the plain — 
t bp Mean; of tetßindipg us of that moral 1 Purity 
be 41 85 Wwe be ke ; 2 wa 
I #pfirchend the Collect for ba * Easter 
| (ets 115 plainer and better Means to excite 10 8 
Remembrance, as it contains a Prayer and Confeſſion 
it theſe Words; „ We frumbly N tes. uy 


as ar bh y ſpecial Grace preventing | 


= py 2 A inds good 8 ha ao 
n Help We ma 
kes. Se 1 . 1 


Too 


ey» 6 Chr tion 


ts) 


He immediately adds; . Yet firialy, Baphifn | 
*s. derives its hols Obligation and Efe from = 
« poſitive Will of the Inftitutor,” L“ 

This then is the 
The principal Matter is the Inſtitution, and poſitiye 


Declaration of the Will of the Inſtitutur. For if this 


can be proved, we have no Right to diſpute the Obli- 
ation; if it be not proved, it's 'ealpabls' co to tech 
the Traditions of, Mel for the Doctrines of Chriſt, 


1 10 
1 


x 
— 


Odeaſion.) Then there aroſe a Nueſbion Negtbetn _ 
27 6 s Diſciples — ibe [he bout Puri 
came unto N i and an bm Re Rath 

He that- aero with 28 
bartſts Witneſs, Beboll, ibe N "Mb, 
Men come to him, Che iv. hk 2; Wee f 
the Lord knew how t Poze heard, that | 
made" and Baptized more 2 . a Fs {bon 
r 

udea, and ted a ain into Galilee, 
; 'F rom the 3 — 5 E. O. 

lam, that cn generally received Sl Porn 


a 8 Rel 5 3 7 that it 8 
Need nk 2 of Dill 
a 1 with the ſame nent 
© uſed.”* He inſiſts, „ That our 
4 Baptiſm (4. e.) NY as # fe 
<«, of Admiffion his own" NM 


8 this Ceremony. 
ere we have Sm t to 


a fundamental 1 85 hn gh, 


and the Fees, about Puri 
wil ut E. O's Inattenti jon to the 
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cundarionh be at- 
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ſingle Point to bo attended W. 


II 5, Phoot 6 fin Toby il. 257 46, fr tles 
to the Place, but doth wy rech the Words or thi 


Wt 


w* »3% 


Ln MT 


[wy 
A cauſal Diſcourſe, between Jobn's | Diſciples and 


fome captious Jeus, is urged as an Eſſential of re- 

vealed Religion. All E. O. 's Aſſertions, recited 

above, are founded on. this inconcluſive. Authority. 

95 That Chriſt mediately baptized with Water into 

the Chriſtian Religion, 4 A Commiſſion given to his 

Diſciples, is — the Queſtion; he hach no ſuffi, 
cient. Ground for it in holy Scripture. 


her ol the Evangeliſta give us exp licit 1 ] 
of our Lord's ſending forth the. twelve . „ 


1 of vent 


and one of them adds. the Miſſion of. 
the ſame. Errand ; the various Particu 
Commiſſion are ſpecify d, but not the l Mention 
made of Water · Daptiſwm. 


1 would earneſtly recommend to che Reader's 7 


Perufal and Conſideration, Mabe, Chap. x. Mart, 
Chap. iii. Ver. 14, 15. and Ch hap. vi. wh 7. (Ic 
Lake, Chap. ix. and x. 

\This E. O. calls his 5ſt Prof. I allow. it to be a 
bold Aſſertion; but this ſonſetimes . proves nothing 
more than the Confidence and Preſumption, of the 


Aſſertor. | 
Here he gives us a Specimen of his Rule in Oratory, 


wha Dir he econd, pag. 10, . To aſſume 


wherever your Evidence is weak or. 


N 4 2 0 l, the Hrmet Tone of Aſſurance and 2 | 


i thority z as à bold Aſſertjon often aſſes for. De- 
+. monſtration.” V 


A Diſpoſitian, however ſuitable to an 2 25 


think very weiten WS an humble ons 
2 | 


* Oc e the E. O. PEE PT 
y Scripture and ſays, ſelf and ſays, pag. 11, 


ns, 11.“ Our Saviour . <* There is a Doubt, whe-. 


aprixed with the ſame 4 ther his immediate Dit, 
ee tbat John, did, << ciples were baptized * 


898 


lch was Waker, and « for Jeſus baptized * 
| Joo; 2 $3 £4, 


ty 1 5 


he made it generally a 
e THR 
6 jnto his Religion. ang; o0t - 3 

E. O. „ E. O. pag. 12. 
« We can hardly I think * Whether they wert 


« have inveſted his Apo- * ſhall prove by. an 


« ſtles with a ſolemn © by to 
Power of baptizing in- terial.“ 
4 to his Religion, unleß 1 
e they had previ- 
4 viouſly baptized them- 
c ſelves; for otherwiſe, 

« their own Caſe would 


e have derogated from tnt Ine 


« the Authority of the 9 1 
66 Inſtirution,” | FF: * FE 


L 
\} 


| poor the Kind. Joi i m. 5, 6. Except 4 Mas 


60 be born of Water and 0 the Spirit, be cannot enter © 
&« into the Kingdom of That which F of the 


«Fleſh, is Fleſh 3 and that 4obich is born 


cc is Spirit. þ a” fo *. | 
J concur with E. O. that this Declaration of dr 
Saviour, contains an Account of the true Nature of 'F 


his Religion. 
And'that to be born of the Spirit, to be tes if 


God, ſignifies the Regeneration of the Heart and 
Affections. 


He adds, . To be born of Water, auß Cams 
&« mentator will tell us, is a Phraſe borrowed from 
e the Cuſtom and Notion of the 11 who uſed to 


« baptize Heathen Proſelytes, and d conſidered | Peribns 


e ſo baptized, as born again.” 
This is an Aﬀertion wherein he refers to what he 


ſays, any Commentator will tell ug, but 
none. It was, though without any divine Injunction, 
(OE __—_ to us) * amongſt the Jus, as 4 


Token 


1 


them, by purifying themſelyes with Wake 3 3 Heathens 


of the fews to conſider Perſons ſo baptized, to * 


the laſt Day, that great Day of the Feaſt, Jeſus ftood 


(91. 


Token of Admiſſion to ſome Privileges 


amongſt 


were admitted as Proſelytes of the Gate, but Cir- 
cumciſion was neceſſary to render chem Froſelytes 


of the Covenant. 
It is very improbable that M codemus, a Phariſce 


and Ruler among the Jews, would have been ſo 


much at a Loſs to underſtand our Saviour's Ex- 


preſſion; Except a Man be born again, he. cannot ſee 
the Kingdom of God ; were it the Cuſtom and Notion 


born again. 
This great and folemn Truth was not grounded on 
7ewiſh Notion, but is a plain Declaration of that 
irth from an immortal Seed, which no paring 
Element can effect, That which is born of the He, 
being Fleſh ; however ſ ymbolical, is not 1 f 
It bes being the Spirit alone which quickens, 5 
By the Term Water, in this Place, is moſt pro- 
bably meant the ſame heavenly Principle which our 
bleſſed Lord teſtified fully of, in the next Chapter, 
to the Samaritan Woman at Jacob's Well, Jobs iv. 


10. Feſus anſwered and ſeid unto her, If thou kneweſt 


the Gift of God, and who. it is that ſaith to thee, give 


me to drink ; ties woo have aſked of bim, and 


he would habe thee living W, LE Ver. 14, Whos 
ſeever drinketb the Water that 1 ſhall g ive bim, 

never thirſt; ; but ibe Water that 1 Fall give 
him, ſhall be in bim a Well of Water ſpringing. up into 
everlaſting Life. Again, Chap. vii. 37, 38, 39, In 


and cried, ſaying, If any Man thirſt, let bim come 
unto me and drink. He that believeth on me, as the 


| Scripture hath ſaid, out of bis Belly * flow River: 


living Water. But ibis le e | rap + | 


which they that believe on him, fhould receive : Fur 


tbe holy Ghoſt was not yet given, ee ia! Zain L 
| Tas nat oy * 33 4-44.09 BY 3; 


* 
In © N - 


3 Thats 


8 


Ta 1 
* There is no Inſtance of our Lord's to 
Water, — Part of his. Diſpenſation, . where it 
doth not manifeſt] uy C25 to have a ſpiritual Si 
cation, except in his Diſciples Feet; which 
E. O. will ſcarcely aſſert to be the Inſtitution of Bap- 
tim, Water and the Spirit, are as ſynonymous as the 
holy Ghoſt and Fire; and one can no more be con- 
ſidered, as of exterior Application, than the other. 

His Gloſs upon the Text, Except a Man be born 

Water, as well as the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God ; appears to be a preſumptuous 
Perverlion of our Lord's Doctrine. 

He might as well ſay, the Baptiſm of the holy 
Ghoſt and Fire is a double Baptiſm, as the waſhi 
of Regeneration, and the renewing of the holy Gholt, 
is double Regeneration, 

I could cite many Authorities from eminent 
Members, both of the Church of England and other 
Societies, to prove the Water, here mentioned, to 
be ſpiritual z but I ſtudy Brevity: However ſhall | 
take the Libetty to add a 1 2 

Dr. Millet, Syn op: Papiſmi, upon this Place dif- 
puting againſt the Papiſts, who hold this to! be ele- 
mentary War. | 

lt is not neceſſary, by Water here, tc under- 
« ſtand material Water, but the purifying Grace of 


cc Chriſt, which is called the Water of Li e, John 1 IV. 


« 11, Water they: » have Abe a6 we het of 
« the Spirit, becauſe it cleanſeth and W 37 


cc. Water; as Jobn vii. 38, He that believeib, out 0 of | | 


&« big a Ae ow Rivers of. Water of Life. Quid 
Aqua 255 Ag ine) Evangelium interroga. 


« Enquire of E. — this Water is ; Then 
« it follows, Vac 39, This ſpake he of the Spirit. | 
Why may not Water be here figuratively taken, 
* to expreſs the Working. of. the Spirit; as Fire 
« added to the Spirit, Math. iii. 11, He Hall bap- 


80 lize with the holy Gy and Fire. What ter 
2 50 « Neckiley 


4 — 


f 1 0 } 


"Ge Neceſfity is there in this Place to underſtand War 
"i; erally, than Fire in the other ? 


Pool 's Annetations bn the Place: 10 By Water 


4 then we are to underſtand the Grace of the holy 


4“ Spirit, in pray the Soul; which is fitly 
& repreſented by the Efficacy of Water. And this 


40 purifying, refreſhing Vie of the Spirit, is pro- 


„ miſed in the Prophecies that concern the Times 
of the Meſſiah, under the myſtical Expreſſions bf 
% Water. Thus 'tis twofold by Jalab; 1 will 


« Mater upon bim that is thirſty. and Fleods upon be 


% dry Ground, Iſa. xliv. 3. And this is immedia 
yh . J will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed: 
% And the divine Birth follows, They hall Jpring up 


« as among the Graſs, In the ſame manner, the 


_ « Effects of the holy Spirit are expreſſed by Ezekiel , 
Iwill pour clean Water upon you, and ye ſhall be 


« clean, Ekek. xvyi. 35. And preſently after, J 


% mill put my Spirit within you. Out Saviour in- 


* ſtructing a Phariſee, to whom the prophetical 


« Writings were known, exprefly uſed theſe two 
« Words, and in the fame Order as they are ſet 


„ down there: Firſt Water, and then the Spirit; 


7 * Thing, ſignify ſpiritual Water, that is, his divine 


faith, In Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of the 


that the latter mi 
„ Water and the Spiri 


. interpret the former; for 
by an uſual Figure, where 
« two Words are emplo ed to ſignify the ſame 


« Grace in Demon the Soul; as when the Apoſtle 


6 Power, to ſignity the powerful Spirit. Thus John 
the Baptiſt foretold of Chriſt, That be ſhould = 


'* tize with' the holy Ghoſt and Fi re; that is, wi 


_ 


_« Neceſſity of an inward, ſpiritual Chia Nen o 
c&c Nnovation, and hereby dheviting "he Ine | 
. the legal Waikings and Sprinkling, char could. 


the Spirit, that hath the Efficacy of Fire, to re- 
fine us from Droſs and Corruptions. I hus our 


« Saviour plainly inſtructs Nicodentus 0 the abſolute 


3 


*** 
* 


1 9 
1c not purify and make white one Soul, which Wers 
« of Hoh Valuation among the Jews,” 


 Willſen, in his Chriſtian i&tionary, verbo Water, 
renders the Meaning of Water here, to be The 


Efficacy of the holy Ghoſt cleanſing the Soul, as 


« Chriſt's Meanin in the former Vee, our Saviour 
2 That the Birth he 


" and purifying the Soul from all ſinful Defilemens 
He adds, 4 Lars bence, that regenerating 
Change is wrought in the 8050 y the Spirit of 


1 2 which purifies it from its K 


% will be 
that are profoundly 


« Water doth the Body. 


Biſho Tay lor lays, © The Water and th Sp irit in 
8 this _ fignif 


the ſame Thing og 4 00 Þy 
of the Spirit clean 


ater, 
and 


c is meant the iy th 


« purifying the Soul, as ap Fn by el. of 
« brill baptizing with the” Sp irit, and with . Fire.” , 
Liberty of Prophecy, 


© IO 
Burki ;, ** Nicodemus not 


rightly underſtanding 


4 is pleaſed to explain himſelf i in this, and tells him, 
h g poke f was not 2 but 

pirit of 
ator 


To 3 wrought in the Soul by the 8 
; whoſe in is like Water 


ts 
renews jt after the divine Likeneſ ; 
We never underſtand divine Truths afi 5 il 
« Chriſt © our Underſtandings 3 till, 
tlie ied, nay = a, 

If Sincerity, Learning, or Character, N any 


hol 


Authority, eſe Authors have as Lern Ri hr to be 


f 15 
o 


this Chapter by Jerom and Tremelius (being v 
0 en uk "the Orighal) ws were not more 2 


believed, and their Sentiments received 


Marks of ſuch Diſunion, even in e . 


are clear Indications of the Want of that . 1 
vhich is the Beauty of the Chriſtian Chufch. 


When I have conſidered this Text, I have oftgn | 
regretted chat the Tranflations of the 8th Verte of 


{ 20 J 
adopted, as they throw a proper Light on this in- 
ow. Subject, Ferom's Bible, printed A. D. 1 265, 
hath it, Siring ubi vult ſpirat z et vocem ejus 
«* audis, ſed neſcias unde veniat, aut quo vadat 3 
5 ſic eſt omnis qui natus eſt ex Spiritu.” Tremelius 
hath it, Spiritus quo loco vult ſpirat; et vocem 
b“ ejus audis, ſed non noſti unde, yeniat, et quo 
« vadat ; fic eſt quiſquis natus eſt ex Spiritu.? _ 

The preſent Tranſlation repreſents the Doctrine of 
Regeneration metaphorically, by an Alluſion to ths 
Wind; which ſeems to leſſen the Weight of the 
ſolemn. Truth delivered in the fi ing Verſes. But 
_ theſe Tranſlations ſpeak without a Parable, and illu- 

ſtrate the Doctrine of the Kingdom, in a Juſt Suc- 
ceſſion of conſonant Truths. | , 
Well may E. O. allow it to be an Objection of 
ſome Weight inſt his Interpretation, that it 
4 makes a mere Ceremony, as eſſential to Salvation 
« as inward Purity.” An Objection too weighty 
for him to remove, as it is a mere Ceremony. | 
This ſecond Proof falls very ſhort of anſwering the 
Purpoſe for which it was formed, and indiſputably 
evinces E. O. leſs clear in Proving, than poſitive in 
Aſſertion, 44 | 


Poor the third. Math. xxvili. 19, 20. (to which 
J prefix the 18th Verſe) Mark xvi. 15, 16. And 
& Teſus came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Power 
is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth, Go ye 
F< therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them in 
(or more properly into) the Name of the Father, 
% and of the Son, and of the boly Ghoſt : Teaching 
<«< them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have come 
% manded you ; and lo, I am with; you alway, even 

« wnto the End of the World, Amen. 

And bb ſaid unto them, Go ye io all the World, 
and preach the Goſpel to every Creature, He thaf. 

A 1 #8 bplievethy ©, 


is 
of : 


this Baptiſm is to continue as a pe 


of the holy Gheft, by its glorious Miniſter Jeſus 


„ 


1 1 | 
4 believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be level: but be 
« that believeth not, ſhall be damned.” 

I concur with E. O's firſt Remark, (i. e.) 10 This 
« js our Lord's final Commiſſion to his Diſciples a 
« little before his Aſcenſion. All are agreed, that 
« Baptiſm is a Part of the Commiſſion ; and that 

er Method 

40 24 Initiation into the Cbriſtian Church. The 

eſtion is, which is meant here; Water - baptiſm, 

« or the Yuakers favourite Baptiſm by the holy 
« Ghoſt ? 

He ſays, „The firſt is certainly the Ara appro- 

> riated Notion of Baptiſm.” It is a Notion di- 

ly appropriated to his Reaſoning, but not to his 
Practice. For he ſays, ** To baptize is to waſh with 
« Water.” But ſprinkling is not waſhing z herein. 
his direct appropriated Notion and his 8 are 
inconſiſtent with each other. 

The Terms direct appropriated are manifeſtly re- 
lative, but the Matter to which they relate, 1s the 
Subject of Diſpute. 

Water-baptiſm, in the new Teſtament, was s di- 
rectly appropriated to 7obn. Spiritual-baptiſm by 
the holy Ghoſt, was directly appropriaced * Jeſs 
Chrilt, | 
Whoſe Diſciples do -we profeſs * to be, 
Job's or Chriſt's ? For we are certainly his Diſciples, 
whoſe Miniſtration we profeſs and malie 

As one was the Type and Fore runner of the 
other, the typical Baptiſm of the one was figurative 


of the other. 


Is not a figurative T hing, the previcus 3 | 
ation of that which it is made to prefigure ? If it; be, 
it evidently follows, that 2 70 005 2. by Witer, 


Was the Figure of Chriſt's by the ho 


How then can -we properly . the Baptiſm | 


Chriſt, 


1 4 1 


Chriſt, to hom the Law and the Prophets pointy 
as figurative, and conſequently not real. 

Our Saviour's Teſtimony to Jobn the Baptiſt is 
worthy of Revival and Conſideration, Mat. xi. 11, 
-Ferily I ſay unto you, among them that are born of 
Women, there bath not riſen a greater than John the 
, —— nding, he that is leaſt in the pr 
dom of Heaven, is greater than be. 

Jobn was a great and faithful Miniſter of the 
Diſpenfation committed to him; and was a 
ratory Inſtrument to the Dawning of that Day, by 
_ fervent Heat whereof, all elementary * 

in point of Obligation, were diſſolved. Yet great 
and diſtinguiſhed as he was, in his prophetic and 
figurative Office, The leaſt in the Kingdom _ Heaven 
was greater than be. By having attained that ſpiritual 
Diſpenſation, the Advancement of which he bors 
Witneſs of, in this Teſtimony to its haly Author, 

He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe.” 
The true direct appropriated Notion of Baptiſmg, 
muſt therefore be this; That Jobs 's watery Baptiſm 
was the Figure, and Chriſt's: ſpiritual Baptiſm 2 the 
holy Ghoſt, the Reality, and therefore the per 
dnt Baptiſm, by which the Type is ſoperceeded 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 

He ſays, Water haptiſm was adopted by our 
44 Saviour himſelf, during his own Miniſtry.” 

Our Saviour never uſed Water - baptiſm himfelf, 
as it was no Part of the Diſpenſation wherewith. he 
was ſent; and it is evident from his own Words, the 
Commiſſion he gave his Apoſtles was ſimiliar to 
that he received: Jobn xvii. 18, As thou baſt ſent me 
into. the World, even ſo bave I alſo ſent them into the 

World. John xx. 21, As my Father. bath ſent ne, 
even ſo ſend I you. 
As the Diſpenſation of God to Man, through Jeſus 


cant our Lord, * Nm 
orld 


481 


World to himſelf, to redeem us from all Tniquity, 
and purify us to himſelf a peculiar People, to m 
us an holy Nation, Kings and Prieſts unto God ; 
his Miniſtry, immediate and mediate, was perfectly 
correſpondent to the Dignity and Im of tus 
glorious and moſt gracious Defign : 
in ſymbolical Types, or extraneous 


building them (who receiv'd it) up, an holy Habita- 
tion to God through the Spirit. | 

The Water, peculiar to his —— was and ig 
ſpiritual, as certainly as the Fire _— Ghoſt. 
And by no proper Conſtruction of W we 
gather an Injunction to uſe Water, — 
where it was never mention d; or ſuppoſe the 
Jeſus, when about to aſcend to the tg, 
veſted _ _ 1 — ay Earth 2 
baſe his ſpiritual Di tion, War 
Uſe of — aur. F * 
As the Baptiſm of the holy Ghoſt 1 Fire ire was 
always ſpoke of as the Baptiſm of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


this in many Places of the Evangeliſts, and Water⸗ | 


' baptiſm never aſcribed to him, by any proper Au- 
chore I am amazed that E. d, dare fee, This 
m can only de taken in a new, figurative, 
. Senſe. 2 
Is then the Baptiſm with the holy Ghoſt, Which he 
is bound to pray for, only. to be 12 in a new, 
figurative, tlanſlatitious Senſe ? If ſo ; how conſonant 
'this is with his Catechiſm, [ leave the Readers to 


determine. 
y. What is the outward and viſible Sign, or 
Form in Baptiſm ? 
Anſw. Water : Wherein the Perſon is baptized in 
the Name, &c. 
Query. What is the inward and ſpiritual:Grace ? 
" Anſw. A Death 2 ard 6 new Birth wnſo 


"Ante, 
Righreonfieſ N 0 


t conſiſted not | 
but in the Renovation of Soul into his Image, and 


Ft 


1 24 ] 4 
E. O. with a Sneer calls the Baptiſm of the holy 
Ghoſt, the Quakers favourite Baptiſm. 1 moſt ſincerely 
wiſh, the profeſſed Chriſtian World was more fully 
apprized of its Neceſſity and Advantages, and ren- 


i dered happy Partakers of that inward and ſpiritual 
Grace, which effects the Death unto Sin, and a new 
| 
| 


Pirth unto Righteouſneſs, In proportion to the In- 
<creaſe of ET Religion, this Baptiſm will become 
the Joy, and Crown of rejoycing of Souls; and be 
moſt juſtly and emphatically called a favourite Bapy 
tiſm to all that experience it. 

Fe remarks, that Where a common Word d 
C uſed, in any Language, it is to be taken in the 
0 known familiar Senſe, unleſs there be ſome con- 
comitant Circumſtance expreſſed, or obviouſly 
4 underſtood, in order to divert it out of its native 
06 appropriated Signification.“ 
J agree with him; and it operates in my Favour. 
And as ſpiritual Baptiſm was always annexed to our 
bleſſed Redeemer's Office, and Water-baptiſm never; 
and no concomitant Circumſtance expreſſed or under- 
ſtood 3 this Commiſſion is to be conſidered in its 
native appropriated Signification, as Water was not 
mentioned, or can be underſtood with Conſiſtency. 
E. O. quotes five Paſſages, and refers to a hundred 
| * wherein he ſays, It violates all Propriety, 
. * all the Rules of Conſtruction, to ſuppoſe any but 
* the known Baptiſm by Water.” 
. Two of theſe were under the NT of John ; 
ſo have nothing to do with the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 
Two others might be permiſſively practiſed by the 
. Apoſtles ; the fifth is a Teſtimony not to John's, 
but Chrift's Baptiſm, (i. e.) the inward and ſpiritual 
Grace; Death to Sin, and Newneſs of Life; not 
merely in Profeſſion, but as certainly as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the Dead, by the Glory of the Father. 
That the Apoſtle, in the Paſſage recited, Rome. 


VL 3. meant ater-baptiſm, I by no means admit. 5 


— — 


ts) 
The Baptiſm into Jeſus Chriſt, here mentioned, wis 
beyond a Doubt ſpiritual, and by a ſpiritual Principle 
to effect a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto 
Righteouſneſs ; ingrafted into his Nature, and de- 
riving from him the active Principles of holy Living, 
and Fruitfulneſs to every good Word Work ; 
agreeable to our Lord's Teſtimony, John xv. g. 1 
am the Vine, ye are the Branches : He thas. abideth 
in me, and I in bim, the ſame bringeth forth much 
Fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. 

The whole Scope of Romans the 6th, im lies 2 
State of Renovation and Advancement in Righteouſ- 
neſs, by being regenerated into a new and heavenly 
Nature : Not a mere Admiſfion into the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, but fuch an Initiation into, and Progreſs 
in the Chriſtian Life, as the Tendency of this Chapter, 
and all Goſpel Labour, mediate or immediate, directs 
to as abſolutely neceſſary, and conſequently attain- 

able. The 6th Verſe varies the Phraſe, to inforce 
in other Language the ſame fundamental Truth ; 
Knowing this, that our old Man is crucified with him, 
that the Body of Sin might be deſtroyed, hat „ 
e ſhould not ſerve Sin. 

Exterior Acts may intitle People to the: Narbe and 
Privileges which attend exterior Societies; but as the 
Church of Chrift, the Church of the Firſt-· burn, whoſe 
Names are written in Heaven, is ſpiritual, is ſancti- 


fied and juſtified by his own Blood z the Method of _ 


Initiation into a ſpiritual Community, mult be analo- 
gous to ſuch a Conjunction. 
Where the hundred ſimilar Paſſages are to be found, 
E. O. doth not tell us; but this 1s certain, they are 
not in the new Teſtament. 

E. O. next produces what he calls, A much 
« ſtronger Argument, which never yet has. been 
<« anſwered ; ” and that is, 4 Baptiſm by the holy 
Spirit conſiſted in the extraordinary Effuſion of the 

$6 * holy Spirit.“ This cd * „„ He will prove in 
a « jts 
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e its proper Place; to which Place 1 refer my 


Remarks. 

He adds, „ As theſe Gifts were temporary, and 
are, by genera] Confeſſion, long ſince withdrawn 
<« and as the Baptiſm here ſpoken of, was to con- 
« tinue to the End of the World, it muſt conſe- 
* quently be Water-baptiſm.” 

This Aſſertion is ſo connected with the Gamer; tas 
to reſult in the ſame Concluſion, and come under 
Conſideration at the ſame Time. 

Page 16, He gives a mutilated Quotation from 
my Anſwer to M. P. yet lame and deficient as he 
gives it, he doth not refute it: I deſire E. O. and 
any Reader that hath thought this Controverſy worth 
his Attention, to review the Quotation, and conlider 
the Remarks upon it. 

I again aſſert, The imperative Force lays u 


the Words, Go ye and preach, Go and teach; and 
that the Qualification for this important Service is 


couched in our Saviour's Words, All Power in Hea- 


den and Earth is given to me. And lo, 1 am with you 
alway, even unto the End of the World. This power- | 


ful baptizing Miniſtry, begetting Souls to God in- 


ſtead of ſubverting, confirms my Argument, That 


baptizing with Water (and much leſs ſprinkling) is not 


the true Chriſtian Baptiſm , but the Baptiſm of the 


holy Ghoſt, repeatedly adminiſtred by every Reneuiig 
thereof to the Soul, is the Power of God unto Salva- 


Lion. 


E. O. omits in this Place any Illuſtration of the 


Text he quoted, Mark xvi. 15, 16, „ ye into 
all the World, and preach the Goſpel 10 every 
Creature. He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved ; but be that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 
But, Part the ſecond, pag. 14, he refers to it, and - 


adds to the Text, with Water, © And: theſe Signs 


„ 'ſhall follow them that believe, and are fo baptized; - 
„ an "0 Name ſhall my 4 ou; Devils, 12 8 h 
N 4A : 66 new | 


1 rn F  *© hawnd oo at 
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de new Tongues, &c.“ He ſays, he interprets this 


of Water- baptiſm. 
I ſee no ground to believe, That to be endued with 


Fe miraculous Gifts here recited, was the 1 


genera 
Privilege of all in the primitive Church, who believed 


and were baptized with Water. It is moſt evident, 
Simon Magus 3 and was baptized with Water, 
and yet he wanted to purchaſe with Money, the 


apoſtolic Power of conferrin ring the holy Ghoſt; a plain 


Proof he was not endued with theſe miraculous 
Powers, notwithſtanding his Belief and Baptiſm my 
Water. 

A Manifeſtation of the Spirit was given to every 
one,” and ed to the various Stations in 8 
Church; the anctifying Operation of the Spirit was 


a general Privilege ; this made them Members of an s 
holy myſtical Body; By one Spirit they were all 


baptized into one Body. Tho they all received ſach 
Proportion of the Spirit, as qualified them for their 


reſpective Services, yet the Proportions were various, 
agreeable to their Ant S 


That the whole Church Feb Believers wa 


not endued with the Signs referred to, of caſting out 
Devils, and. other miraculous Demonſtrati of 


Power, is evident from 1 Cor. xii. 28. God. 


hath ſet ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily 


Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after that Miracles, then © 
Gifts of Healings, Helps, Governments, Diverſities | of _ 


Tongues, Here the various Officers in the Cbriſtian 
Church. are diſtinguiſned from the general Body * 
the Believers. 


We read, Ads ii. 43, Fear came upon every Saul ; | 
and Wonders and Signs were done by. the Apoſiles. And | 
i 


to them this miraculous Exhibition oft the di 


Power, ſeems in great, meaſure to have been limited. 


E. O. Part the ſecond, pag. 14, ſays We muſt 


E 2 


Ht 


i ee Belief and We en prviow Con # 


* * 
6. * 
26 3 
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- 
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n 
& ditions, upon which thoſe extraordinary Power 
66 were to be communicated.“ ! 

That Belief was a previous Condition, I fully 
agree, the Authority of the Text decides it; Theſe 
Signs ſhall follow them that believe. But that Water- 
baptiſm was a Condition, is only upon E. O's 
Authority. ee | 

For we have no Account that any of thoſe, to 
whom the Commiſſion was here given, were ever 
baptized with Water, 26 * A ect 
It was in the Power of divine Faith, and by the 
Preſence of their bleſſed Lord and Maſter, they went 
forth and preached every where, the Lord working 
with them, and, confirming the Word with Signs 

lowing, 11/8 
I have been attentive to theſe three pretended 
Proofs, as they are moſt material. Divine Inſtitu- 
tion is a ſufficient Obligation, we have no Right ta 
diſpute the Propriety of any poſitive Precept, aus 
thenticated by the higheſt Authority. 5 

Chriſtians are Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt; his pure, 
ſimple, uncorrupted Goſpel, is the Standard and Rule 
of their Faith and Practice. I hope it is evident, 
the Author s pretended Proofs of divine Inſtitution are 
invalid, and it is as culpable to add to, as to deviatg 
from, the Doctrine of our bleſſed Saviour. | 

But no Proof of our Lord's practiſing, or. inſti« 
tuting Water-baptiſm, much leſs ſprinkling Infants, 
can be fairly deduced from the foregoing Authorities, 


which E. O. hath tortured to extract from them 
what they do not contain, | $4 \ 
I the Practice of the Apoſtles muſt be thought 
the propereſt Interpreter of our Saviour's Inſtitutions, 
Circumciſion, and legal Purifications, muſt be allow- 
ed to be Parts of the Chriſtian Syſtem ; for they 
were occaſionally practiſed by the Apoſtles. 2 
We may gather from E. O. Part the firſt, pag. 1080 
That notwichſtanding the Effuſjon of the holy Ghoſt". 


8 po 


E tl. 
ry upon them, they remained for a conſiderable. Time 
ignorant of the Extent of the Goſpel ; they conſidered 


7 it in a contracted View, they were deceived ; and not- 
2 r the univerſal Extent of the Love of 
Fo Jeſus Chriſt, their Minds were circum- 
6 Ended boy narrow Prejudices, 

| But, Part the ſecond, pag. 1 5, he abuſeth the Ns 
0 ters, by inſinuating, The ey ſup 
r to be Hypocrites. So timid, — — falſe 
| << to their Commiſſion, that they ſacrificed their 


— » in an important Point, to certain imaginary 

6 Jewiſh Prejudices.” This ſeems to me ſomething 
more palpable than a ſlight Contradiction. 

If we take the Apoſtles in the light E. O. firſt 
exhibited them, we cannot fafely confide- in their 
Conduct, as the propereſt Rs of our Savoury 

rine. 

But without any Derogation kon the ity of 
cheir Character, = — Who Dignicy ? 
Who was Apollos ? but Minifters, by whom the Faith 

of Chriſt was G's As the Lord gave to every | 
Man, | 
Tho' they merited not the Ap IC of tian 
and daſtardly, and falſe is their — yet that 
they ſubmitted to ſome Things, not of rel Nature 
of 8 Chriſtian Diſpenſation, is moſt evident in the 
fare · cited Condeſcentions to the Jetiſb Obſervations. 

The Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. ix. 19, 20% 21, 22, 
clearly ſets forth his Liberty in the Goſpel to accom» 
—_—_ his Conduct, in ſome innocent Circumſtantials, 
even to the Prejudices of the ſeveral Sorts of People 
to whom he was ſent, and the End propoſed by fach 

Condeſcention. 

For though I be free from all Men, yet bv I made . 
myſelf Servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 
And unto the Jews 1 became as a Jew, that I might 

dei ile Jem to them that are under » 
Ti 4 


* 


[ 30 ] | 
under the Law, that I might gain them that are unde: 
the Law; to them that are without Law, as without 
Law (being not without Law 10 God, but under the 
Law 10 Chriſt) that I might gain them that are without 
Law. To the Weak became I as weak, that I might 
gain the Meat: I am made all Things to all Men, that 
I might by all means ſave ſome. 
The various Prejudices of thoſe amongſt whom the 
Apoſtle laboured, rendered it neceſſary tor him, pru- 
dentially to comply with ſome Obſervations, not 
properly belonging to the Chriſtian Faith; yet not- 
withſtanding this Variety of Conduct, as above ex- 
preſſed, he fo fully knew the Weight and Pertinenc 
of his Motive thereto, as to expreſs himſelf, Verſ. 26, 
in theſe Words, 1 therefore ſo run, not as incertaind 53 
o fight J, not as one that beateth the Air. 

To turn Mankind from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan to God, was the great End 
he had to = urſue, and through a temporary Compli- 
ance with ſome 7ewiſh Cuſtoms, as he found Freeclom 
in the Spirit, he thereby . endeavour'd to keep a Door 
open amongſt that People, for the Reception of the 
moſt important Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 

Thus we find him circumciſing Timothy, As xvi. 
3. Purifying himſelf with ſome Gentiles, As xxi. 26, 
27 3 both of theſe were Parts of the Jewiſo 7 
then aboliſned by Jeſus Chriſt. 

Are theſe "A of the Apoſtle's Conduct, to be 
conſidered as Interpreters of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and Examples for others to follow ? Surely nay. 
We have indeed a Recital of his general Conduct 
in the Church of Chriſt, as a Miniſter and Apoſtle 
thereof; an Exampleeworthy of Attention and Imita- 
tion, being founded in Propriety, as well as upon 
_ Goſpel Precept: This was delivered at Milelus, in 
his Farewel to the Elders of the Church of Epbeſis, 
a from Verl. 17 ta 36 incluſive. 


With 


* 
* . * 
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„ 


With regard to the . of Example, ſimply 


conſidered, Biſhop Siilling fleet, in his Salve for tbe 


Church's Wound, pag. 17, made a judicious Remark.. 


« It evidently appears (/ays he) that all obligatory 
Force is taken off, from the Examples themſelves, 
% and reſolved into one of theſe two, viz. The moral 


* 


* Nature of the Action, or a poſitive Law; and 


<< therefore thoſe who plead the obligatory Nature 
« of Scripture Examples, muſt either produce the 
« moral ; no of theſe Scripture Examples, or _ 
« Rule, binding us to follow theſe E 
E. O. diſclaims the moral Nature of the Action, 

or Uſe of elementary Water, as having no proper 
Fitneſs in it for Sanctification; therefore the poſitive 
Law, and his Compliance with i * 's the main a Poi 
to be attended to. 


The Promotion of univerſal Rigbtepuſneſs, and 


Sanctity of Life, by ſpiritual Regeneration, was the 

undoubted Deſign and Tendency of our Savicur's 

Doctrinę, alſo the Purport of his Commiſſion to his 

Apoſtles : This ought ever to have the Aſcendant i in 
our Conſiderations of the Goſpel. 

 _ The evident Inſtitutions of the holy Jeſus, not the 


Conduct of the Apoſtles at Times in SO ae. 


the Chriſtians proper Criterion. 
No Proof therefore can poſſibly reſult c from the 
Practice of any Men, or Set of Men, of à Gaſpel 


Fl 


Inſtitution, where the acknowledged ſole Lawgiver 5 


appears not to have enjoined the Act. 


dome of kis remaining Proofs are built &@ the | 


ſuppoſed Practice of the Apoſtles, which, from the 


toregoing Conſiderations, cannot be admitted the 
Rule of Chriſtian Faith and Practice; even ſupp 
ays 


E. O's own Allegations were true, which is not 2 

the Caſe: As they are of no Weight in the Contro- 

verſy, I have no Occaſion to diſcuſs them ws z 
c 
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but ſhall attend to every Thing which ſeems pertinent, 
for there is no Acumen in E. O's Arguments that 
I ſhall ſeek to avoid. | y 


Under his fourth Pxoor he tells us, © That being 
c pricked to the Heart, is another Word far Conver- 
« fron,” ond 
| i we examine this Doctrine, we ſhall eaſily detect 
its Impropriety. Many have been, and many are, 
at Times, pricked to the Heart, who never were 
nor are converted. Converſion, in a religious Senſe, 
is a thorough Change and Turn of Soul from Evil 
to Good, through the Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit; 
Judas, Simon Magus, Felix, and others, were pricked 
to the Heart, but not converted. How many in our 
Times are pricked to the Heart, when they have 
| profaned the ſacred Name, or committed Iniquit 
in other Reſpects? who nevertheleſs perſift in- ſuch 
Practices, and are not converted from their evil 
Ways, tho? often pricked to the Heart. He farther 
adds, <* Receiving the Word, is ſomething. more 
4 than Converſion, becauſe it is an Effect of it.“ 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt taught other Doctrine, in his 
Explanation of his Parable, Luke viii. 13, concern- 
ing the Sower who went forth to ſow his Seed: He. 
- mentions ſome who received the Word with Joy; and 
have no Root, though they for a while believe, yet in 
Time of Temptation fall away, Thoſe who truly re- 
ceive the Word to effectual Converſion, he alſo de- 
ſcribes, Verſ. 15, to be ſuch who in an honeſt and 
good Heart, having heard the Word, keep it, and bring 
forth Fruit with Patience, = q 
| I am very ſorry to ſee ſuch Doctrine advanced and 
propagated, by one who profeſſeth himſelf a Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; yet is by much a Stranger to the 
-Work of Converſion, as to miſtake the Cauſe for the 
Effect, and contradict the divine Teſtimony of our 
Lord and his Apoſtle. ** 
* Big 


f 441 
The great Miniſter to the Gentiles, declaritig before 
mg Agrippa the Purport of his exceljently” 
deſcribes the Progreſs of the Work of Converſion; 
in its ſeveral Gradations, from the 8 F that 
Mord that giveth” Light. It was in the 
of the holy Jeſus, AFs txvi. 18; To open their Eyes; 
and to turn 1 from Darkneſs to Light, and from ib 
Power of Satan unto God, that they may recerve For- 
enen of Sins, and Inheritance nn! n oy 


ſonftified by Faith that is in n. 


tended with this Effect; to prick them in their Hearty 
and raiſed in them an Enquiry after the Way of Sal- 
vation; but this was not the whole of Converſionz 
though a neceſſary previous Step thereunto. 


And 1 ſtill chink; Aeg iii. 19, is a proper Ina. 


tion of As ii. 38. Water is not ſo much as men- 


dioned in either Place, but Repentanct and Conver- 


lion; the certain Effet of the true Cillian n 


Poder er the Hb, E. 0. tips, 66 Ic was Jong 
& before he could diſcover'the Source of my Miſtalte 


with Regard to the Eunuch. I allow it wy be dere 8 
before a Perſon can find a Miſtake whe jo 
none, and ecually difficult to deduce certai 


from - miſtaken” Premiſes. He poſi poſitively | þ- — 
& The Neceſſity of this nm; 4 Ordinance was 
ſuggeſted to him from Philip's Inſtructions. “ 


For this; we have no — — from 


holy Scripture, And IL hope E. O. will excuſe me if 


I digen from him, when his Doctrine hath ho othet 


Sanction than his own ige diviti A ſnight Attention 


to the Paſſage ſhews him to add, from nis on 
Imagination, tc to the C recited, A vill 36, Sc. . 


Pxoor the foxth nd mein of Deckinidlian' 3 
I on e of eee e the Whole 


* He | 


The Apoſtle. Pettr's preachitig Chriſt to the” Ihe {0 
of Judea, and thoſe that dwelt at Jeruſalem, was at- 


1 
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He fays, pag. 22. . Moſt Parties have, a Set of 
1 Prejudices, which they conſider as ſo many Axicms 

« or ſelf-evident Principles: And it is by the Miſap- 
E plication of theſe, that ſo many Men contrive to 
lead themſelves and others into Error.” The 
Charge is ſevere and uncharitable. Though I am, 
convinced beyond Heſitation, that ſprinkling Infants 
is not the Reſult of divine Inſtitution, but Prey judice, 
I cannot think it a Contrivance to lead boſs who. 
practiſe it, or others into Error. . ſeems 
to me a poſitive Exertion of the Will, knowingly to 
enforce, a meer Invention. The Bias of Prejudice, 
may indeed be active in Contrivance, but ſprinklirg 


Infants, as an Inſtitution of God, and a Fundamental 


of ame ſeems rather akin to a paſſive Dece 
tion amongſt People, too indolent to dig through. 
Cuſtom and Tradition 0 the Ground and Pillar 
of . | 

Page 12, he tells us, „It was the Cuſtom "and 
« Notion of the Jews to baptize 2 an ben 
« and to conſider ſuch Ferſons ſo ptized, as 

6 again.“ 


But pag. 23, we read, The Jes had no Preju-, 
dice in Favour of Baptiſm : but that . They uſed 


d it to awaſh the Heathens from Corruptions.” ; Bl 
ems ſome Inconſiſtency. 


A Para Fac. in pag. 27, appears to me ſo in- 


hes in Obſcurity and Seli- contradiction, as to have. 
great Occaſion for ſome powerful Medium to analize. 
He endeavours to prove it apparenily immaterial, 
whether the Apoſtles were baptized or no. That ng 
Part of his Proof may be loſt, I faithfully tranſcribe 


it, that the Reader may enable himſelf to form 2 


Judgment. 
There is a great Difference i in the Circu mſtance 
« of Believers before and after our Saviour's perſona 


«6 ˖0 ie with his own. ed. u 


. 4 - . 
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« Miniſtry, Before his Aſcenſion, he had a -o—_ | 


5 ca. 
_—_* 
— 24 


ts) 


« Occaſion he thought . But leaving 


his 


« Apoſtles, upon his Aſcenſion, under an wnlimited 


« Commiſſion to make Diſciples by Baptiſm; the Caſe © 
« was altered. They only acted under that Com- 


« miſſion : A Deviation from it, in any one Point, 


e would bave been Diſobedience. I believe the plaineſt 


% Reader muſt ſee the Difference. A Legiſtator 


« may diſpenſe with his own Laws on particular 
« Emergencies : An inferior Miniſter can pretend to 
« no ſuch Power without Diſobedience. “ 


This is one, amongſt ſeveral other Paragraphs i in 
E. O's Pamphlet, which I own is to me unintelligible, 


and conſequently unanſwerable : For I would never 


underſtand. Though he thinks the Plaineſt Reader 
muſt ſee il. | 1 


But in order to elucidate this abſtruſe Matter, 1 


1 . 


hope to be allowed to propoſe a few Queries: 


iſ, Who were the Believers before our Saviour | 


perſonal Miniſtry, - as E. O. tells us, 10, the 
Chriſtian Religion began with our Lord's Miniſtry ? 

2d. Who was the Inſtrument, and | bur the 
Object of their Faith? 


zd. Where are the Inſtances of his Uſpenling v 


with any of his awn Inſtitutions, who "ow * is 
eſſential and eternal Truth? 


4th. If he left his Diſciples under an unlimited 750 
Commiſſion to make Diſciples by Baptiſm, what is meant 


m_—_ to reply to any Thing I do not rightly 


by the Aſſertion, That 4 Deviation from this unlimited . © 


Commiſſion,) in 7 one Point, wind have been Difobe- 


dience ? 


th, Ide D Diſciplea-were enjoined to make Diſeſ- 


les by Water-baptiſm, how can their N 
ſaid to be —— 


th. As the holy Jeſus declared, His Nen 
iſciples 1 how can 8. O's It- 


ſhould ever be with 
Yinuation,' that he was no 
reconciled therewith ? 
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longer, Ft Page 27 be 


When 


5 pel 3 which no fober 
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When he ike to render an intelligible Anſwer 
to theſe Queries, which neceſſarily ariſe from the 
Paragraph cited, and the — ho one, I then can 
aſſent or diſſent pn the Principles of Conviction. 
I hope he will a alſo, if poſſible, reconcile bis Afſſers 
tion, pag. 30, Water baptiſm is the ſanttifying 
Made of Admiſſion into the univerſal Church, 
Ti PS: 38. £ Baptiſm indeed has na' intrinſic 
0 ue EY 
If the Mode be fandtifying, furely it muſt be of 
Value; much more if we are, .as. he alerts 2 — 
next Paragraph, by it ſanctified — ſaved, 
1 . un and are entiryled to the Graces of the b holy 
4 1 0 the Modes are various, it is highly neceſſary 
that the Sed , Made ſhould be explicitly aſcer- 
in' d, wh rinkling or Immerſion; his 
racticę 5 15 favour of the former, but to 
rove the Obligation 9f th the latter, is the Purport of 
pr Pamphlet, nothing bein ng. advanced for ſprinkling 
Infants through the whole of his Performance, except 
in a Paragraph, he declares to be unconnetied with. ibe 
Argument, which he hath added ka his firſt Part; 3 
Paragraph founded on a falſe Citation from my Re- 
| Parks, Sc. and ſupported by eker is Er 
| egging | the een 2 115 


Wy" 
I now proceed to nates E. O's Afercian, Page 
16, That“ Baptiſm by the holy Spirit, means only 
% the extraordinary Effuſion of the Spirit in the 
5 1 Times.” And pag. 34» That Baptilgy, 
y the Spirit, means. neither mort nor leſz than 
ro ſuch a Proportion of ſpiritual Gifts, as the primi- 
< tive Believers enjoyed i in the N of the Gol; . 


ai May, be believes. vill cam | 


ing, that he ſhould 2 85 
dite Baptiſm of the e boly Ghalt to he 7 40. By 


- =” ITY —-=3 


geaſed; when himſelf hath called upon the ang 


. Father, through F Jeſus Chri 
. bounteous Mercy he will 


b Sins by. ſpiritual 
AX 
Ry Gboſt. | Remuſſion of their Sins by 


„ neration : And the Gift of the, holy Spi 
40 aalen Aſſurance that all 1 Things 


lth to pra 


Pen to ſuch a Proportion. of, e 2 Ls 


r 


ray for it. In the Miniſtration of Baptiſm, ſo 
he beſerches thoſe. preſent -*+ To call upon. God the 


rant to — Children 


se that Thing whicb 55 


+ that of his 
ature they. canmot have, 


b. that they. may be baptized with Water and the boh x 


$6 Ghoſt. 55 


Then a Pra er is put up, that he would 7 Sandify 5 


6 them, waſh them with the holy Ghoſt,” 1 
Again, That they may receive Pon of their 
Regeneration again, 
oly Spirit to theſe Infants, that 
te may be born m. Then the Prieſt is to 
thoſe called Godfathers and potion, 


$6 promiſed i in his — 
that they have p pred for 
“his part, will moſt ſurely Ph 


4 Give t 


E. O. muft allow, that Mee. Pawers can mn 


Water-baptiſm, and that Subjects may receive it by 


the ſame Powers. What —.— have ed 
the · Supernatural Gift of the. Bapt in Bf the 


% Ghoſt; to be ſanctied and ba fo _ 


* 
granted.“ 


| kk he believes Bapeſcm with the holy $pitie t to Fu | 
for it cannot be 4 Prayer of Faith - 
ore the Moſt High. If he believes 
ror oj bas Aeris ls bes 7 
ſiſtent with his Prayers. | 


put Mockery 


Is not the natural Conte 
this, That every Infant, by. 


ve, Believers ,cnjoyed 5 the Pim ug: 
? een 


— 4 


MH 
«| 
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Gttoft, farther” than the Quakers ever profeſſed or 
believed. © 

As what the fore-cited Prayers ate, is the Sub · 
ſtance of the Qyakeys Principles, why muſt this Bap- 
tiſm with the holy ' Ghoſt, be invidiouſly ſtiled the 
Quaker Notion of Baptiſm ; and the Quakers favourite 
Baptiſm ? ls it Hereſy or Error in us, to profeſs a 
firm Confidence in _ Chriſtian Privileges, the 
Church of England fo fu elders to . be at- 
tainable, and enjoins K mbers to pray for? 
We expect not ſpiritual Gifts to ecnveyed to 
us by this Baptiſm of the holy Ghoſt, in the ſame | 
Manner and Pr + ming as the primitive Believers 
enjoyed in the! of the Goſpel; but we be- 
lieve, with the Church of England, that it gives 4 
Proportion of every ſpiritual Gift, "neceſſary to the 
Salvation of thoſe who. embrace it. 

-*Fhe Work of the permanent Chriſtian Baptiſm, A 
aſſert is to illuminate the Mind, to rectify he Judg- 
ment, and to animate the Affections. E. O. ſays, 
„ FTheſe are the common Operations of the Spirit, 
4 which every Chriſtian allows to be the neceſſary 
" + Principles of a good Life,” | 
I think it is not as he fays Vain to alledge, that 
«© che have no Groynds from Scripture for the Diſtinc- 
«© tion of Graces into, ordinary and extraordinary, pag. 
10 37.” Grace is indeed different in Adminiſtratioß, 
but it is the ſame Grace, and from the ſame Lord; 
there are Diverſities of Operations, but it is from the 
fame God, who worketh all in all. I allow that the 
Adminiſtrations of divine Grace, manifeſted by the 
working of Miracles, obvious to the quitward Senſes, 

may in a great degree be ceaſed; as the Neceſſity 
| thereof ſeems removed, by the Reception of the 
_. Chriſtian Doctrine among many Nations. But E 
aſſert, The Operation of the ſame Power till to be 


neceſſary to enlighten, ſanctify and redeem all Souls s 


and this I call the permanent Chriſtian Baptiſm with | _ 
Fes : \ p | . | W th | 
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che holy Ghoſt : Ever eſſentially neceſſary to dalva-· 


tion, — prayed for at the ſprinkling of * 
L. fant. | 


Z. O. repeatedly. tells us, Naas Nest ed 
ceaſed; and calls the Pretenſions thereto, 1 | 


and diſclaimed. : | 


Let us a little cocifiitee this Matter. He 3 | 


the above Operations of the Spirit; neceſſary Prin- 
ciples of a good Life. Can his Mind be illuminated, 
without Extenſion of Knowledge? Can his Judg- 
ment be rectified, without diſcovering and ſevering: 
Truth from Error? Can his Affections be animate.i, 


but there muſt be a Manifeftation of an amiable and 


a powerful Object? Theſe are the Effects of An 


Revelation. 


As a private Chriſtian, he claims a Share in hel 
allowed neceſſary Principles of a Life; but 
diſclaims any thing higher, and ran 


Graces amongſt exploded Pretenſions. \ | 


But when he applied: for Deacon's Orders, did he. 
not then plead be ry Graces of the ner ? 


Did he not declare before God, the Biſhop, and the 
People preſent, That be truſted be was unwardly moved 


| excraordinary' | 


by the boly Ghoſt, to take that Office upon binn 


Muſt not this, if true, be immediate R elation,. 
which propoſed an Object to his Unde 
ved his Will to aſſent to it? It muſt eitder be 
an immediate Revelation to himſelf, of a- particular 
Obligation of Duty incumbent upon him, conſe- 


quently in bas le, extraordinary; or if he denies 
this, and is only a common Operation -of the 

Spirit, which 6] bers have as well as bunfelf ; then all 

others muſt the ſame inward Motion of the holy; 


Ho 


Ghoſt-to the Office. WAG I ſuppole, - he will not. 


willingly admit. I) 


If he hath really felt, the inward Moch ot the. : 


holy Ghoſt, to take that Office: upon him, to watch: 


„ give an Account, he would . 4 


4 


82 4 * * * not 
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not be at a Loſs to know, wherein true Chriſtian 
Baptiſm conſiſts, 

If he felt no ſuch divine Motion, but eritered into 
that Office ſolely from temporal Inducements and 
worlaly Views ; is it not an Abuſe upon the holy 
Ghoſt, to aſcribe them to its pure, ſpiritual, holy 
| Movings? - \+« 

- But when the Turn is ſerved, and Orders ſecured, 
then immediate Revelation is diſclaimed, and by no 
means neceſſary for future Aſſiſtance in the Diſcharge 
of miniſterial Duty. Good Senſe, prompt Memory, 
& fluent Elocutien, proper Funds of Aflurance, and 
other human Principles,” are expreſly ſaid by him, 
Part the ſecond, pag. 9, to be the principal Conſti- 
tuents of the Minſter of Chriſt. He ſhould have faidy 
of the common- Church Minifter ; in whom theſe 
human Qualifications and Principles are ſubſtituted, 
inſtead ot that divine Aſſiſtance, without which, in 

rivate Life, or publick Stations, we are, by the 
rines of his own Church, very defective. 

I preſume he muſt alſo have ſubſctibed, as ex animog 
the tenth Article of the Church of Eng land, which ex4 
preſly faith, «© The Condition of 2 the Fall 
* Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare 
«himſelf iy his own natural Strength and good 
« Works to Faith and calling upon God; wherefore . 
ve have no Power to do good Works pleaſant anck 
« acceptable to God, without the Grace of God by 
% Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a go 
Will, and working with us wi we have that 
« good Will.” 45 „ 

On the other hand, E. O. aſcribed 
ciples, which are probably the per 


ed Powers of 


Man in the Fall, the principal Formation of the 
Goſpel Miniſter, Though this Article of his pro- 
felled Faith, declares all human Powers and Principles 
ny er, and unable to m_ the private | 
4 Cbriſtian, 


4 


* 


man Prin- 


t a 1 


Cbriſtian, and qualify him to produce Works good 
and acceptable to God, 

If he conſiders this Deſcription of Man i in the F = 
perhaps he may find V. Law metited not to be 
reproached: as a gloomy Painter of Nature. 

He queries, Part the ſecond, pag. 9. Do theſe, 
66 very Teachers (i. e. the Quakers);get their Gift 
« Utterance by the Means they pretend? But doth 
not mention what is our 'Pretence. May I que 
Doth he get his Utterance by the Means he oretends f 
I have before pointed out what are his Pretences 2 
That he is inwardly moved by the holy - Ghoſt, to 
take the Office of a Preacher upon em That it is 
by Inſpiration he thinks the Things that be good, 
and by its merciful Guidance performs them. 'Thas 
it is through the healthful Spirit of divine Grier) 
ſent down upon Biſhops and Curates, that they ma 
truly pleaſe him; that without him we are not able 
to pleaſe him. But immediately ſubjoins, Pretences 
are infinite. : And renounces them all, and tells the 
World they are to de Like all other Orators, 
6 1 formed by good Senſe, prompt Memory, 
« fluent Elpation, proper Funds of Aſſurance 1100 and 
% other human Principles. 

He ſays, Part the ſecond, pag. 8. Thad 1 I might 
« have omitted this Quotation from Jeremiah; And 
« they ſhall teach no more every Man his Neigbbnur, 
10 3 every Man his Brother, ſaying, Know tbe Lord, 
« for they ſhall all know me, om the leaſt. of ithem 10 
« the galt ub the Lom The Reaſon/ he 
aſſigns why l might have omitted it = th That in itz 
literal Senſe Uh 1s unſuitable to the real Slate a 
Religion. | 
Fear be it from me to ſup ppoſk, the Haber of 12800 
and Spirits would deliver 15 his Prophets, an Pre- 
diction that is not N y commenſurate with his 
Wiſdom and holy wog or admit a * 


j! 


14 1 
that there ſhould be any Unſuitablencſs in the Pur port 
of his Declarations to the Times they manifeſtly. 
relate to. 133 . 

I therefore think this Prediction is ſuitable to the 
real State f Religion under the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel by Jeſus Chriſt; though unſuitable to the 
preſent degenerats, State of many of its Profeſſors. 

This is in a great meaſure owing to the too ſuc- 
ceſsful Endeavours of the Enemy of all Righteouſ- 
neſs, to propagate a Spirit of Unbelief in, and con- 
ſequently Inattention to, his Promiſes who is faithful 

and true, who repeatedly declared, He would pour 
. forth ef bis Spirit upon all Fleſh. I apprehend E. O. 

ſhould mean, that the real State of the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, is unſuitable to the literal Senſe of this 
Prophecy, and therefore the Prediction recited might 
as well have been omitted. : 4 
From this Reaſoning it naturally follows, that the 
real State of the Profeſſors of Religion, is the Crite- 
tion by which we ought to aſcertain the Validity of 
the Prophecies concerning it, and the Deſcription of- 
it by its ſacred Inſtitutor ; and reje& every Teſti- 
mony to its Intention and Efficacy, if incongruous 
with their preſent State. 8 
The too general Contrariety of Praftice, amongſt 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, to the genuine Precepts 
of the Goſpel, —1 Lone be deemed * ws 

ument agai ropriety of our ble viou 
5 I 4 I Fs I} 
We may from this Reaſoning juſtly. conclude, the 
folemn Vow of thoſe called Godfarhers' and God- 
mothers, is unſuitable to the real State of Reli- 
gion, and of thoſe on whoſe Account they lift up _ 
their Hand to the Majeſty of God; and vow ift, 
That they ſhall renounce the Devil and all his 
« Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
$ World, and all the ſinſul Luſts of the * 
I ' ; EO 88 « 2019, 


bal 


6 2dly, Shall believe all the Articles of the «Crit 
60 Faith, And 3dly, Shall keep God's holy Wil 
cc and Commandments, and walk in 4 — all | 
„the Days of their Life.” _ 
I write it with great Regret, as a miournful Truths Z 
Were the real State of many Profeſſors of the Criftian 
Religion to be the Standard of- its Precepts, a great 
art I its holy Injunctions muſt be expunged. But 
conclude this Remark with the holy Apoſtle's 
Words, Rom. iii. 4. Let God he true, but every Man 


4 Liar. 
I don't ap 7 a clear and univerſal Knowledge 
Extent of all Goſpel Truths, is intended 


of the utmo 
by this Prophecy; but I verily believe, a ſufficient 
Manifeſtarion of Duty in the Eſſentials of Salvation, 
is univerſally diffuſed ; and that this Prediction, the? 
animated, is not — rapturous and figurative." * 
He deſires to know, 5** Whether I find by Expe- 
i rience, that all Men do know the Lord, without 
“ the Afliſtance of outward Inſtruction.” My Ex- 
perience hath not been ſo general, as to enable me to 
anſwer for the State of all Men. But this I can 
teſtity, that from the beſt of my and F 
have attended to the Point with ſome Care, I have 
Reaſon te, be aſſured, the. Prediction is of divine 
n r but che 
Heathen World, have received a Portion of this divine 
Illuminati tho? —_ amongſt both, know not by 
what Name to call it. By bleſſed Giſt 
moral Duties, the Acknowledgement of a fu Gik man 
Being, and the Certainty of future Retribution, are 
I Gi abate Minds, though their Ideas are 
imperfect, and their Viſion like in the an. 
wilight. | 
ies, « Why do our. Teacher traverſe 
Sea and Land?” I anſwer, To excite Mankind 
to a due Attention upon that Maniſeſtation of the 


it, whi is given to e Man to profit 
3 & is gi . E 
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withal, and to walk conformable to its heavenly 
Inſtructions. f 
Page 41, He tells us, “Solitary piety confined 
c to the Breaſts and Cloſets of Individuals, cannot 
6 ſubſiſt.” Here I differ from him; I believe it 

very poſſible for it to ſubſiſt independent of any Ex- 
-teriors. Our bleſſed Lord, in his divine Sermon on 
the Mountain, very ſtrongly enforces it, eſpecially 
the firſt great Act of Piety, the ſpiritual Adoration 
of the ſupream Being, which he directs to be in 
Solitude. Math. vi. 56. 
Piety owes neither its Exiſtence, or chief Su pport, 
to any Forms; where it is maintain'd alive and 
vigorous towards God, it diſcovers itſelf by univerſal 
Righteouſneſs towards Man, by Acts of acceptable 
ſpiritual Worſhip towards God, and in ſuch outward 
ſtated Means, as appear moſt ſuitable to yield the 
Tribute which is ever due to ſovereign Power and 
Goodneſs, Not forſaking the aſſembling themſelves 
together for. that ſolemn Purpoſe. But this is the 
Effect and not the Cauſe, 

His Aſſertion ſeems to me highly derogatory to the 
Nature of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt on Earth, as 
he affirms, . Religion cannot ſubſiſt without Forms, 
and that Man, as an Individual, will not impoſe on 
5 himſelf Forms neceſſary, and that they muſt there- 
<<. fore be impoſed by ſome general Authority.“ If 
Religion cannot ſubſiſt without Forms eſtabliſhed by 
ſome general Authority, and this Authority human, 
Reigen and Salvation depend upon the Law of a 
carnal Commandment, and not on the Power of an 
endleſs Life. An g which needs no farther 
- Comment, 

We allow, an outward Appearance is proper to 
give the Force of religious Example ;. but if Religion 
exiſts. not upon its own Baſis in the Minds of Indivi- 
- duals, the Splendor of Form, or Oy of Exte. 
Hors can never be cent Subſtitures, 
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1 
Page 42, He gives us what I ſuppoſe he: calla an 
Aziah. As it ſeems to me a very; u 
one, : I will preſent it to the Reader. 

« Our Mind is intimately connected with, and 
1 principally acted upon by, this bodily Machine. 
„The one is a neceſſary Inſtrument of the other's 
Operations. Unleſs the divine Spirit over- rules, 
* (as it certainly does not) the Soul can be only 
4 acted upon in Religion, by the neceſſary Laws of 
6 1ts Connection.“ 

This Paragraph ſees to inculcate, That the bodily 
Machine is the Medium by which Perception and 
Intelligence are received and conveyed to the Mind; 
and that in conſequence of Ideas being received in 
the bodily Machine, it acts upon the Mind; and 
that in Religion, the Soul can be only acted by ti 
neceſſary Laws of its Connection with the Body; 
that the Mind is the neceſſary MT IS of the wad 
ration of the Body. 

How conſonant this Doctrine is to Religna, Re- 
velation, the Powers of the Mind, and the Debility 
of the bodily Machine, let the Reader It 
appears to me abſolutely re | ature. 
pO. the CEconomy of the bann | Seen a 
and I think, to every Man's Experience, nw, 

If, in K ben tle Soul can ety. be ated upon ; 
by its neceſſar Connect ions with a. agar oe 
Prayer for Light, Grace, Help, or any other 
from the Father of Mercies, bath a, Reference | 
ſome Good, primarily adapted'to a corporeal: State. 
The Body muſt be inſpired to think, then. 
do that which is right, if the Mind be only the 
Inſtrument of the Body's Operations. The fame 
Spirit, which of old taught the Hearts of the Faithful, 
muſt now firſt teach their Bodies, as the Soul can 
only be acted upon by its Connection with the Body, 

Thus an immortal Spirit, formed for Union with 
its facred Author, both. in Time and . is 
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For accor 


rendered inferior, and 


_— — reſult from corporeal Im 


1 
2 boo in its Powers, to the 
periſhing Body, and dependent on that Part, whole 
perpetual Language ts to Corruption, Thou art my 
Father ; and to the Worm, Thou art my Mother and 
2 Sifter. 
If the Soul can only be acted upon in Religion, by 
the neceſſary Laws of its Connection with the Body, 
every Motive the Soul can feel to 12 Acts, 


ites. 


Wü ſubverts E. O's ſolemn Declaration, That 


ws be entred into Orders, it was from an inward. 


Motion of the holy Ghoſt, Surely ſome temporal Con- 
veniency, accommodated to Corporiety, acted u 
bis bodily Machine, and raiſed the inward Motion, 
ta his own Doctrine, Every Motive 
the Soul can feel, relative to the Duty of the mini- 
ſterial- Office, which is a ſublime Act of Religion, 
muſt wiſe from bodily Senſations. 


No wonder then if the Prediction concerning old 
lis 0 


be realized in theſe Days, and Rat it 
is become Pg — pan f Di oy! many, 
prompted. t ve ignity an ſe, to 
cpme and crouch for a Piece of Silver and a Morſel 
of Bread, and fay, Put 1 I pray iber inte one of the 


riet "Office, that J. aſe ent 4 Piece, of Bread, 


1 Sam. ii. 6 M hits: 
Whether E. O's Poſition. 1 more- conſiſtent with 
the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, "Jon vic 63, I is the. 
Spirit that quickneth, the Meſh profiteth :natbing. Or, 


che Frinciples of Epicurus, That the greateſt Happi- 


a 
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nefs conſiſteti in Body Taaarrt 4. 2s. left to the 
judicious Reader's. n. 

E. Os Rea on the gtiolue Neceſpty of 
Exteriors will have many Advocates, 8 it lays the 
principal Streſs on Acts, which 1 oh nt "9 
my Thinning Is / 


«af & + # * 1 8 
2 « * 8 +2 * 


19 1 
He ſa 42, In ſhort, upon the higheſt. 
00 Crs ſome outward Means are 
« to give Religion Conſiſtence, Vigor, and Aci. 
« vity.” This ſup pres ae cee Vigor, 
and Activity of R are 3 
Forms. 
This he calls the bie be /f Suppoſition : 1 think it ir 
a Suppoſition too high to be juſt ; and though as 1 
have allowed ſome exterior and Acts 
may be, and are neceſſary to give the Sanction. of 
Example to publick united Worſhip, yet Forms are 
not the Cauſe, but the Effect of vital Chryſtianity, 
which being of a' ſpiritual Nature, derives not its 
Exiſtence from any outward ſymbolical Acts. 
Page 43, He ſays, They ( (the Jeakers) owe their 
&« Being to their formal refined Paley I 
« and particularly to the re 
« they are connected ich 
« the reſt of the World.” Ed © 004 [1 
His Authority for this Aſſertion is not 
He fays We ma — bribes | 
* re of the Wor 


Nehetn, » vi. 8. "There are uo ſuch Mer dent as tho 
fayeſt,. but thou feigneſt them-out of thine own Heart.” 
A Number of People in the laſt Century, ' W 
fenfble of the Inutility of empty Profeſſſon, d 
having long ſou _— the Living amongſt che 
were excited to look for the Subſtance of Retight af 
an inward ſpiritual Work ; they, had given their 
Money for that which was not Bread, and that © 
Labour for that which profited not. They. found 
themſelves impoveriſhed amidft the imaginary: Treas 
fure of exterior Profeſſion, and famillked ; 
Multiplicity of Forms, Their Situation was like the 
poor Woman, mentioned in Mart v. 26. whe bud 


ee many EY, of many Phyſicians, n 
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el! that ſhe bad, and was nothing betlered, but rather 

Tew worſe. © 
In this exerciſed Condition, labouring and heavy 
laden, they remained without any Proſpect of Relief 
from exterior Rites and Obſervations, having proved 
their Inefficacy by long Trial; they therefore turned 
towards God, and earneſtly ſought him whom the 
Father had appointed to give Reſt to the weary Soul. 

The anxious Concern of their Minds was evident, 
and ſometimes might occaſion, upon divers of them, 
the literal Accompliſhment of that moſt neceſſary 
Injunction; Philip. ii. 12. Work out your Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling. 

Hence the Name of 2yakers was given to them, 
at firſt in Scorn, and by many continued from the 
ſame Motive. 

The Apprehenſion of iminent Danger to the Body, 
hath often produced this Effect without Reproach᷑ to 
the Parties affected. And why ſhould it be thought 
to merit any Epithet of Contempt, to tremble at the 
Senſe of Danger to that immortal Part, which muſt 
Inevitably abide the deciſive Sentence of Come ye 

bleſſed, or go ye curſed? | 

I freely and thus publickly acknowledge; that not- 
withſtanding the Contempt poured upon the Name 
of a Quaker, I would rather ſuſtain it with Propriety, 
than any of «the moſt dignified Titles amongſt the 
you of Men. 

: But to proceed; A Degre ree -of divine Light aol 

their Minds, to ſhew them wherein the eſſential 

Help conſiſted, which was accompanied by Faith in 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, by whom Salvation and 
Strength are only attainable : Through a Fight of 
Affliction they followed him; cruet Mockings, ſevere 
Impriſonments, Baniſhments, Sequeſtration of their 
Goods,. and almoſt. every Species of Qpprefſion and 


: — were exerciſed Upon ders, and even Yer 
ey Eb 2 | 


is). 


Fet as a collective Body, nc Occaſion Was ever. . 
hem, except concerning the Law of their God. 


This fervent. Cry of Soul after Subſtance, was ga- 
gen! N by a God hearing Prayer. He led 


Way to Peace, and Yoke comfortably 
united them together, as Men of one Heart. 19 
Forms and c nical Diſtintions then did; and now 
jety, that are remarkably diſtinguiſtied in m 

of Union, The Foundation of our Society is 
from Caprice, or to form a Party. We ſeek no other 
both in Faith TER Practice. 

courteous and (Kindly Rind it 


” 3 Raiſed in many Thouſands the ſame relj- 
| this we owe our being, as a People ſeparate from 
do abound! I know a Sort of People, who repr 
Reſpect. -., - 
pure, univerſal Love; we have not, nor can only 
Detachment trom the World; than to be wo 5 
We endeavour to diſcharge every wei 85 | 


gious Hunger, and by the Baptiſm. of the holy Spirit 
others. _ 
themſelves as the moſt neceſſary and uſeful Order i 

ur refined, Policy is Love; we have nb the ton | 
any temporal Intereſt in view. Our diſſenting is not 
from its Vices, and ſeparate from * C 
agreeable to our Capacity and Stations 4 


we have broke out of the Fetter dag 
idle — 2 With P to the OY 


ate vain, on 5 proc” bie! ain Truth * ; 
Sincerity out of Converſation... We have made 
8 
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in the World, a Juſt 1952 'of Uprightneſs/ both in 
Converſation nd Conduct 

We are not aſhamed of this Demeanour, nor our 
Reaſons for it, and appeal to the rational Part of 
Mankind, Whether our Conduct, or that of thoſe 
who reproach us for it, be more conſiſtent with 
the Precepts of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and his | 
Apoſtles, as well as their Practice. 

And I the Standard of ſocial ve be nod 
more properly fixed in Truth and Benevolence of 

eart, th 1 counterfeit Profeſſions of Service, 
vain Compliment, or any unmeaning oſtentatious 
Exterior. 

I think E. O. expfeſſeth himſelf incautiouſly in 
the cloſe of the ** — referr*d. to, when he ſays, 
meaning the Church of England, <** We content our- 
& ſelves with the few ſiniple Modes Fe. ſcribed by the 
&« Author of the Chriſtian Religion.” 

If a Perſon attend a Cathedral, duting the gorge- 
ous Splendor of the Service there performed, he muſt 
be at a Loſs to find where thoſe Modes are' pre- 
ſcribed by the holy Author of the Chriſtian Religion; 
and if he conſiders J/aiah lvii. 15, and vi. 1, 2. he 
- muſt alſo allow that theſe Modes if not few, ate in 
one . Senſe of the Word fimple, indeed very ſimple, 
with Reference to that unutterable MAjzsTY #ho 
dwells not in Temples made with Hands, nor is 
- worſhipped with Mens Hands. 
What he alledges, pag. 36, 37, concerning thoſs 
he calls the firſt Founders of the Party, as actually 
arrogating great miraculous Endowments, immediate - 
Revelations, Infallibility, and a Spirit of Prophecy, and 
the like, is abſolutely} falſe ; if conſidered as forming 
to themſelves a peculiar, Claim, diftin& from othet 
_ Chriſtians. They pleaded the general Cauſe of Chris 
_ *tianity, and endeavoured to excite Mankind- to c- 
Gd "of return to, and follow. after, their high apd 
_ holy Vocation Os e of «the. Sons Of bore Þ 
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entituled to the ſupernatural Prerogative of {ſpiritual 
aptiſm. REWA 
fall the Church of England prays for; im- 
mediate Revelation is claimed Þy every Individual 
who. enters into Orders ; and that the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy hath attended divers of the Church of England, 
is to me indiſputable. Several expiring Martyrs 
(horwithilanding E. O's Cenſure of them) finiſhed 
their Lives under its Influence. . 
Archbiſhop Uſher had a Senſe of this progyecy 
Spirit, and thereby foretold the Wars in Ireland, and 
the Troubles which-attended, | 
This and diyers other Inſtances, of the Spirit of 
Prophecy,. which I could, add, were ind ent of 
any outward Contingent Capſes, and which a Chain 
of natural Reaſonings could never inveſtigate. | 
In the Courſe of my little Acquaintance with 
Books, I don't remember to have ſeen à moxe palpable 
Attempt to pervert a Writer's Meaning, than j O. 
is guilty of in Part the Second, pag. 3, 4, , 6, 
The main Streſs of M. P's Performance was, to 
prove Water-baptiſm as undoubted a Token of the 
4 2 Covenant, as Circumciſion was of the 
ewijh, ; 07 7 + 
© I thought, and Kill think, whatever is effential to 
the former, muſt be moſt conſiſtent with every Attri- 
bute of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and; ſhould 
be at leaſt, equally explicit with thoſe of the Utter. 
As it is none of the leaſt Excellencies of the 'Golpel - 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that in all Things neceſſary, it 1s 
plain and N ; not wrapped up in Ayſtery, 
or obſcured by Fes. 
E, O. thinks this Arigarhent ought to be excluded . 
the Controverſy ; yet he gives a lacious Paraphrale 
upon it, in which he perverts my Intention. 
Ale calls the eſſential Duties of Faith, and Prayer, 
undiſputed ſimilar Caſes to Water-bapriſmi';, the for- 
mer hath every Proof of Obligation, clearly and 
rer re 144 A 2 _ "explicit itly 
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* was under the Law, that Mode would 
indifferent, either as to Place or Geſture. 


Tm) 


' explicitly authenticated; ; the latter is deſtitute of ſuch 


roof. That; it is, in his own Words, 4 mere delufroe 
Bophiſm to make ſuch Application. 

It the Mode of Prayer had been as diſtinctly 
aſcertained and enjoined under the Goſpel Covenant, as 


ve been as much a Duty to'obſerve. But it 1s left 


e are ta 
bY every . where, .lifting up bety Hands, 8815 

rath or Doubting, 1 Tim. ii. 8. 

A Mountain, a Ship, a Deſart, a Garden, wer 
ſcverally uſed by the blefled Jeſus. He had a 150 
to the See But in order to deſttoy a Sort 
of Tdolatry t6 particular Places then, and "All too 
— and extend their Apprehenfions to every 
Part of the Lord's Footſtool, which he determin'd to 
make glorious by placing his Tabernacle there ; 
he was not limited to any cb: He prayed in 
various Poſtures. He fat and taught. He confirmed 


Prayer as à general Duty; but 5y not confine' it to 


any 17 articular Mode, Goltare, or Place. Aſſemblies 
tor Worſhip are yariouſly and occaſionally ſtiled ; 


| — Churches, ſometimes Conventicles. - Thus 


e Founders of the preſent Church of England, 


| Ne to Conventicles under Popiſo Government: . 
As their Principles became national, they became the 
Church; and the Papiſts met in Conventicles. The 


Confuſions of the laſt Century, reduced the preſent 


Church of England to her former Conventicles ; ſhe 


roſe. again at iche Reſtoration, and reduced the late 
ſuperior Powers to Conventicles again, *The Church 
in Scotland is a Conyenticle in England, and vice verſa 

E. O. adds, . Enthuſiaſts only worſhip in M6 Jon's 


 « vifionary Temple, the upright Heart and pure, or, 
as othery call it, - in the Spirit” I confeſs, I . # 
this Sort of Worſhip the moſt eligible, however 


Amatized. For the exterior Mode, Geſture or Plac 
e ee z the n Author of Chr; n had 


left it as a moſt certain Injunction, ' that 


and uncharitable Cha entirel 


from the Storehouſe of Infidelity. . 


EZ 


worſhip the Father, muſt worſorp bin in Spit an 


in Trulb. And Prayer isa moſt ſdlemn and awful 
Tha the 


Part of Worſhip. As to his Aſſertion, T. 
« 9vakers add to the Confuſion, by having peculiar 
„Forms of their own.” It may be eaſily retotted 


by every diſtinct Society one againſt another; and is 


void of Argument. This, amongſt many other harſh 


of his concluding Aſertion, © That there is nothing 


in his Performance, inconſiſtent with a Tocial or 


+ Chriflian Temper.” 


the Truth 


He makes his 2zaker, which is a Phantom of lis 


own raiſing, deny the Neceſſity of Prayer and Wor- 
ſhip to God; deny the Lord who bought him; diſ- 
claim the Goſpel in. general, 
and then cad him a Sceptic in Religion and Nature ; 
ſtigmatizes the Argument himſelf hath framed for his 
Phantom, as impious and abſurd. And #hough it is 
bis own Production, tells the World, it is borrowed 


« — 


have arbi- 


Part the ſecond, pag.. 6, He'd 
trarily aſſumed theſe Pint. 
iſt, That the Jews had no Doubts 


«« Things. 


3d. 4 That the general Duty of complying with 
 & an Inſtitution cannot be clear, unleſs the pa * ls 


% Mode of Compliance be explicitly aſcertained.? 
To this I anſwer; I never aſſumed or believed 
of theſe Aſſumptions, nor is aby thing like the 


. 1 " 


properly deducible from what I have wrote. - ''The 


are the fallacious, captious, ' pernicious Concluſion of his 4 


wn Phantom, though unjuſtly charged upon 
5 The 4th, * That the Scripture is filent about the 


and to deny all Religion, 


or Unicet- 

te rainties among them, about their own LAP. 

24d. That the Difference of Opinions' ant Pt- 
* tices, deſtroyeth the Truth and Certaitty 6F + - > 
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n Mode of Baptſtn,” As he includes an e 4 


Tat 


0 other Poſitions which he calls fallacious, Sc. K 
the Scripture be not ſilent about the Mode of Water. 
baptiſm, it muſt neceſſarily ſpeciſy it ſomewhere, 
It lays upon him to exhibit the particular Specifica- 
tion of Mode, and prove his Compliance therewith. 
In Return, I charge E. O. with 3 aſſuming 
che following Points. f 
I. Pag. 11, Part the firſt. That our Saviour 
« baptized with Wai: The Text ſays, He bap- 
tized vol, 

II. Pag. 18. #6 Being pticked to the Heart, is 

* another Word for Converſion; and that receiving 

„ the Word, is ſomething more than Converſion, 
« becauſe it is an Effect of it. 
III. Pag. 41. That there are „ little DiſtinQtions 
4 of Life, which are the principal Sourges of Vicg 
« and Miſery. 

IV. That « Solitary, piety, confined to the Breaſts 
« and Cloſets of cannot ſubſiſt. . 

V. That Forms are neceſſary for its Support, 
e and theſe Forms muſt be impoſed by ſome genera} 
* Authority.“ 4 

VI. Pag. 4 ce The Mind is principally ated 
upon by this 145 Machine, and a neceſſary 
«*. Inſtrument of the Body's Operations; and the 
Soul can be only acted on in Religion, by its 
4 Connections with the Hody, 

VII. Pag. 44. That the Proteſtant World 

4 wandered wide, and fell into Extravagances for 

a long Time after the Reformation. 

VIII. That the Days in which the Fabric of 
$ the Church of England was erected, were Days of 
4+ Madneſs, and its Founders Enthuſiaſts ; and in 


oh the e of Delivery, and Horror of the 
; 2) ite 


3 2 F * ated — — | 
* 1 5 "> 
„„ Who u n Earth claims Aa ral Authority PTR rom, 
digcpt the 1 | gen 0 | 


(ay 


* ſate felt ou Bondage, they. fell into the wildeſt + 

* Tranff a 4. | 
. why , Part the ſecond, That we Sas to 
10 reject ſuch Prophecies of the Nature of the Cbriſ 
c 7jan Religion, as are unſuitable to the real State 


« of its Profeſſors. 
X. That Chriftian Miniſters are principally 
0 formed by human Powers. 
XI. Pag. 32. Part the firſt, “ That outward 
« Water, is ihe plaineft and beſt Means of refninding 
«« us of that moral Purity to which we are called. 
XII. Pag. 27. That a Deviation from an 
& unlimited Commiſſion, in any one Eure is Diſo- 
* bedience.“ ä 

Theſe ſtrange Poſitions, are the clear evident | 
Cond ants of his Doctrine, and generally his own 
Language. I think I may, upon this Occaſion, jut 
remind him of his Challenge to me, Part the firſt, 
pag. 6, * He cannot be diſpleaſed with this Method, 
« of ealling him to a Review of 
% honeſt Man owes fo much to his Creator; the 
& the World, and his own Conſcience, thathe ougiit 
e either to juſtify or retract his Opinipns ? 

E. O. pag. 39, aſeribes to my Prejudice, 4 Sug- | 
geſtion I no Where made, (i. e.) that + The Members ” 
de of the Church, place an abſolute ind _, 
« in the outward Mode. -% ( 

bt faid, and I well know that my Allegatiob-1 Was 
ndleſs, That many have. apprehended them- 
5 fires, by the Act of Sprinkling, made what they 
& were taught to believe Sprinkling effected for 
« them; and the Work of Salvation conſequently 


At - 7 


T7 wrought out.” I know it by forrowful Obſerva- 


tion. I mention'd it not as a neceſſary Conſe 
bf the Church of Eng/and*s Doctrines, but with Re- 
Fad that ſuch Uſe ſhould be made og a . 1 

undamental of Dor ons i 
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And it cannot be expected otherwiſe ;- many cor. 
» ſuperficial Minds, allured by external Acts, 
will "endeavour, to avail themſelves of thoſe great 
| Privileges, of being received into the Number of 
the Children of God, Heirs of everlaſting Life, 
Members of Chriſt, and Inheritors of his Kingdom, 
by claiming a Share in a Covenant, into which they | 
pretend Initiation by an Act in which their Will 
vas no way concerned. | 
For this Remark, beſides my own Our 1 
have Archbiſhop Tillotfo s Authority, Sermon 125. 
« The —— hath no where ſaid, He that is bap- 
« e ſhall be ſaved, but, be that believeth and ii 
6 baptized ; he that repenteth and is baptized ſhall be 
% ſaved. This deſerves to be conſidered by a great 
% many Chriſtians, who have nothing to ſhew for 
« their Chriſtianity but their Names, and whoſe beſt 
« Title to Heaven is their Baptiſm. | An Engage- 
4 ment entered into by others in their Names, but 
1 never confirmed, or — good, by any Act of 
e their own; a Thing which was done before they 
« remember, and which had no other Effect on their 
« Lives, than if it was quite forgotten.” 
E. ©. inſinuates, Part the ſecond, pag. 7. That I 
44. look upon the Church of England, as an Enemy 
«. to be elle y'd by all ungenerous as well as fall 
10 .Expedients. 4 I appeal to the Reader, whether 
he who depreciates her Founders, and diſclaims her 
moſt Grate) Doctrines, or I who hondur their 
Memory, and re- aſſert in ſtrong Terms her Principles, | 
be her greateſt Enemy? Would the Members of the 
Church of England coolly and diſpaſſionately con- 
ſider their own eſſential rines, and thoſe of the 
Qua ters, they would find fo much Agreement, as to 
exempt us from the ſevere Cenſures ot ſuch who arg _ 
ignorant of our religious — 920 indeed — png 


+ £0 their own. 


h a4 
* 
4 
3 
CA. < * 
* 0 ? vs & 
. . ” a 
4 * 8 


( 97 ] 


= 
* 4 


I have obeyed E. O's Summons to a Review of thi 


Subject, and hope I have not failed of my Intentiony 
of writing with Decency arid Candour ; as to the 
Propriety, it is the Province of others to decide. 
I have no Delight in Controverſy, neither did 1 
begin it: To prolong it is not my Choice, nor cat 
I fee any Advantage likely to accrue to the Reader]. 


by a further Conteſt between E. O. and me, about 


a Ceremony we neither of us practiſe. 
The Matter between us, if rightly ſtated, is in 4 

w Compaſs, and may properly be compriſed 
in this Query; . 


Whether the Practice of ſprinkling Infants, or vas | 
oe pos Ape von appointed 


eſus Chriſt, as the Means of Initiation into th 
Church, which is his Body ? Coloſſ. i. 24. 

If he anſwers in the affirmative, he will pleaſe t 

produce his Authority z if in the negative, the Di 


e 
pute is over, wy 


If he thinks proper to reſume the Contfoverly, 1 | 


defire he will. keep cloſe to the Point in 


lor 
d, for his own Sake and that of bis Cauſe, give oft 


Words and hard Arguttients. Wa 7 
Though by being circumſcribed to the Matter in 
Hand, he may loſe ſome Opportunities of diſplaying 


his Exuberance of Words, and Talent at fughty De- 
clamation; yet the Safety of keeping within proper 
Limits muſt appear to him, by the Inconyetijences hs 
hath ſubjected himſelf to in his late Performance. -* 


© Wherever Abuſe or Scurrility enter into Contfo- 
verſy, it is generally an Indication of a baffled Cauſe, 


which flies to the Fowers of Ridicule fot Pee - I 


2 hope Ic will not be deemed à mere Cavil, if 1 
add; 


add ; I with E. O. had, in his firſt and ſecond Para- 
graphs; varied his Expreſſioh and ſaid; Conttoverſieh © 
about Religion, inſtead of * Controverſies 1 Relf- - 


s gion, have often been conducted with a Spirit chat 


« of 
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FRET > 
& of Candour and Reflection will not be ſur pris d; 
that human Paſſion ſhould mix itſelf with Rei. 

„ gion. 

I think there are no Controverſies in Religion, nor 
ever were, ſince its Inſtitution by the divine Founder, 
being one in its Original, Proceſs, and Event; = 
fiſting on the Baſis of Truth, hath Harmon | 
Union in all its Parts; it can no more admit © Con- 

troverſy in it, than Light can admit of Darkneſs. | © 
Controverſies about Religion have been often con- 
ducted im à very irreligious Spirit. But I think every 
Perſon ol Candour and Reflection muſt be firprize 
at it, and that to theſe of all Denominations it is 
Cauſe of real Sorrow, that the Profeſſion of Chriſ- 
tianity ſhould be diſhonoured by fuch diſgraceful Con- 
teſts ; and the mild, placid, Heaven-born 45 
of the Prince of Peace, who was meek and lowly in 
Heart, be ſuppoſed to be an Ineitement to the Com- 
motion of the human Paſſions, 

Yet ſuch is the unhappy Frame of ſome Mens 
Minds, as to eſtimate themſelves religious in Propor- 
tion to their uncharitable Zeal, and connive at the 
Want of every Reſemblance of the peaceful Progeny 
of Heaven, if the Acrimony of Party be ſubſtituted. 

Great and violent have been the Animoſities about 
the Exteriors of Religion; with great Acuteneſs and 
Vehemence have the Conteſts been conducted. The 
Religion of the holy Jeſus hath been the Pretence, 
but Syſtems adopted by Education, and ratified by 
Intereſt, generally the latent Aim. 

Religion is not a vague indetetminate Word, but 
implies a ſecond Tie or Binding. | 

The Definition the Apoſtle James gave of Reli ä 

gion, Chap. i. 27, is — ſignificant and in- 
ftructive. Pure Religion and undef led before God and 
the Father, is this, To viſit the Widows and Fatherlefs 
in their Afaction, and keep himſelf unſpoited from the 
World. | 
| * 1 The 


59 1 


The Diſtinction 5 pointed out in the Terms 
Gov AND THE FaTHER, claim our eſpecial Notice, 
as it is connected with the only Definition of Religion. | 
which occurs in holy Scripture. 

All Creation proclaims the Gop ! An univerſal Ac- 
knowledgment of Subjection will ariſe to ſome of the 
relative Attributes of that unutterable Being, who 1 is 
glorious through all his Name, For there is no 
= or Language where this Voice is not heard, 

ne is the Kingdom, the Glory, - and the Power, for | 
ever and ever, Amen. 

By Religion, the moſt tender Relation is unfolded z 

for we have Boldneſs ta enter into the bolieſt by the 
Blood of Feſus. By a new and living Way which. be 
hath conſecrated 7 us through the Vail, that ts 10 ſays 
his Fleſh, | Heb. X 19, 20. 
Religion exalts us from the Level of natural Cre- 
ation, and eftablifheth in a filial Union. For ever 
zaſt and pertinent is the Language 53 the elder Bre- 
| thren of the Family, as expreſſed Rom. viii. 14, . 
16, 17. For as many as are led by the Spirit of G 

they are the Song of God, For ye have not received Ihe 

Spirit of Bondage again to fear ; but ye received 
| 12 5 pirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Aba, Father. 

be 95 5 RS Witneſs with our Spirih, . that 
toe are oy Children of God. - And if ren, then 1'Þ 
Heirs ;, Heirs 'of God, and Joint-beirs with. Chriſt : - 
1f/o be that we ſuffer with him, that ue {a *. * 

glorified together. 

The Fruits inſepar able from Religion, nb is 
aother Word for Fe Chriſtianity, ars ſtrongly be ; 
forth in Galatians v. 22, 23. They are Love, Joys 
Peace, Long - ſuffering, Gentleneſs Gooduef „ Faith, | 
| Meekneſs, Temperance : Againſt ſuch there is no Lats, 

As theſe Fruits are brought forth in and by us, or 
_ , otherwiſe, we may aſcertain the Validity or 3 

"E our Claim to the RI of the ſs A 
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Which being of a divine, ſpiritual Nature, the 
Initiation thereinto is adapted to the * requi- 
fite between the Means and the End. | 
And this is by the Baptiſm of the holy Ghoſt 3; 
or, in other Words, by that efficacious Operat 
of inward and ſpiritual Grace, which the Church 
England emphatically, and juſtly laith, Effects a Death | 
unto Sin, and a new Birth unto Ri ip bleouſneſs.. | 

Put ye on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. xiii, 14, is 
a conciſe Abbreviation of the Precepts of e 
and expreſſeth the Purport of the Revelation of th 
Will of God, reſpetting the Reſtoration, of 0 
kind, and their Eſtabliſhment in Happinels. 5 

This is farther explained, and the previous requiſite 
Step, Coloſſ. iii. 9, 10. Seeing that ye have put off the 
eld Man with his Deeds, and have put on the new 
Man, which is renewed in Knowledge, afler the = 
ef bi that created __ RT 
The Death unto Sin, is this putting of the old Man 
with his Deeds. The new Birth unto teouſneſs, 
gon ſiſts in putting on the new Man, which is renewed 
2 Knowledge, after the Image of him that created bim. 

Again, "Eph. iv. 22, 23, 24. That ye put off, 
concerning the former C onverſation, the old Min age. 

is corrupt, according to the deceitful Lufts : And be 
renewed i in the Spirit of your Mind. And that ye put 
on the new Man, which ofter G od {s created i in 'Rigb 
teouſneſi and true Holineſs, © : 

There were doubtleſs ſome ſuch in the primitive 
Ages, whoſe Claim to Chriſtianity was ſuperficial. 
The Apoſtle, in Gal. iii. 27, hath this we 
Remark and Caution to theſe 'Ls many of you 
babe been baptized into Chriſt, h have ut on u Chriſt 1 
cannot believe this Text hath a Reference mere! 

a Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, but im eu: I | 
putting on the holy Tempers and Diſpoſitions hich 


__ dwelt in him, and were e in 1 Fart 
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For the baptizing Influence of the Holy Ghoft, 
diffuſeth its own- Nature over every Soul which is 
truly ſubject thereunto, and produceth the ſame reno- Ta 
vating Effects which of old attended it. | 
The Corinthians were reminded of their deplorable. 
State, before they received the Goſpel of Chriſt,, 
which was, and is, The- Power of God unto Salvation 3 
and the Terms are ſuch as merit our deep Attention, 
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, Know ye not, that the Unrighteous 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God Be not deceived 1 
neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankindj 
nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re» © 
ohh nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom f 
0 
And for their Humiliation. and En | 
and that all ſuch who in ſucceeding Ages ſhould 
believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and cal} upon the 
Name of the Father, b him, for Salvation and 
Remiſſion of Sins, he applieth this Doctrine to them, 
and reminds them, V n Such were ſome of you 2 
and then adds, Bui ye are waſhed, ye are fam, , 
ye are juſtified in the Name of the Lird er 4 oy bs. 
the Spirit of our Cod. 3 
No Application of material Water could cone 4 
produce fo great and glorious a Change. 7 8s by © 
a Means adequate to ſuch an End; a waſhing which © 
if I may be allowed the Uſe of the Terms, was. * 
efficacious ex opere Operato. Whereby were 
waſhed and delivered from the Power of Sin, and 
the Guilt of former Pollutions, and were become 
 fanttified and juſtified. Through a Death unto Sing 
and a new Birth — — they put off the - 
old Man with his Deeds, and put on Fun 
Chriſt Jeſus the Righteous. - So 
We ſce with Regret the Prevalence of thoſe Enor- 
mities which exclude from an Inheritance in the 


3 of God, and that many, * ; 2 55 
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5 the Mark of the Beaſt be in their Forehead, of in their 


16} 


re dect the be of waſhing or 0 in 
_— Water, are nevertheleſs i robe. 
1 * and remai 197 
r of arten from God and his Ki . 
eil Works #: 4 
e have: | the dreadful Nature of 5 5 in- 
forced, both the Pulpit and the Preſa 3 0 
Party poſſeſſed of Power, brands ſuch as hors. 
from its Modes and Inj e Vith the re 
err of Sbiſmalics. rin; boo. 
I think the grand deſpudtive Schifm, is a Degen 
" From: the Nature and Purity of the Goſpel pirit, 2 
And that all are Schiſmatics,. whole: Life and Conver." 
Ation is repugnant᷑ to that umiverſal Righteouſneſs 
towards God and.-Man, which the whole Scope of.” 
divine Revelation, mediate or immediate, ever pro- 
Poſes as the Duty and Happineſs of Mankind. 
All ſuch are Schi/matics,, in whom the Power and 4 
Nature of Antichriſt prevails, under whatever Name 
or Diſtinction they may amuſe themſelves. Whether 


— | 


* 
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e Hand. br 
A Time will come, When Wiſdom will be infified 5 
of all ber Children, and the Members of the Church > 
militan, under all Modes and Names, who are bap- 
ned by ane Spirit into one Body, will receive the End 
cf their Flith, even be Selbaten of their Sonls, 
. in the mean Time, look forward with a lively 
to that final Deciſion ; endeavouring, throu 
nerciful Aid, to purify themſelves even as he, with I 
whom ons. m_ to, a a an W THe —— a 
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